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Welcome to the ECC

The Colorado Springs School Early Childhood Center serves children ages 3 to 5 in a warm, intentional
environment where every child is known, challenged, and inspired. We believe the earliest years of
school are among the most important, and that the foundation built in PreK shapes everything that
follows.

The ECCis the first chapter of a PreK through 12th grade journey. Our curricula, co-curricular classes, and
language of learning were chosen because they continue and deepen as your child moves into Lower
School and beyond. This guide explains what your child will experience this year and the thinking behind
it.

The ECC at a Glance
Ages: 3to5,in PreK 1 and PreK 2

Classrooms: Two mixed-age classrooms, the Bunnies and the Owls
Core curricula: Heggerty, Learning Without Tears, and Bridges Math
Co-curriculars: Spanish, Library, PE, Music, Creative Dramatics, Visual Art, and STEM

Staying connected: ClassDojo, weekly newsletters, and family conferences

Our Philosophy

Our ECC may look and feel different from a traditional preschool. The room arrangement, the way
teachers talk with children, and the mix of ages working side by side are all intentional. Our approach
blends three respected early childhood philosophies: Montessori, Waldorf, and Reggio Emilia. Together,
they create a program that is hands-on, values the process of learning over the final product, and treats
the environment as a teacher.

Montessori: Independence and the Capable Child
Montessori education holds that children are natural learners, and that teachers create the conditions
for discovery. What you will see:

¢ Mixed-age classrooms. Younger children are inspired by older peers, and older children grow by

modeling and mentoring.

¢ Independence from day one. Children learn to manage belongings, follow routines, and care for
shared spaces, building early executive function skills.

¢ Hands-on learning. Children build, experiment, and discover, and teachers give them time to work
through challenges.
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¢ A prepared environment. Every space, from the STEM classroom to the library to the outdoor
playground, is designed to invite exploration.

Waldorf: The Arts, Rhythm, and Nature
Waldorf education sees creativity, routine, and time outdoors as essential to how young children learn.

What you will see:

¢ The arts at the center. Visual Art, Music, and Creative Dramatics are core weekly experiences,
culminating in Mini-Brunch Theater each spring.

¢ Predictable rhythms. A consistent daily flow helps children feel secure and ready to learn.

¢ Connection to nature. Outdoor play, garden beds, real plants and animals in science, and Colorado
Expedition connect children to the natural world.

¢ Storytelling and imagination. Read-alouds, dramatic play, and open-ended exploration build literacy,
empathy, and creative thinking.

Reggio Emilia: Inquiry and Partnership
Reggio Emilia views children as capable thinkers and researchers, and families as essential partners.
What you will see:
¢ Learning made visible. In STEM class, children plant seeds, make predictions, and record
observations in science journals.

¢ Questions before answers. Teachers ask open questions and invite children to test their own ideas.

¢ Deep, project-based learning. Units unfold over time so children can stay with a question and
explore it fully.

¢ Many ways to learn. Music, art, drama, movement, science, story, and play give every child a path to
understanding.

¢ Families as partners. Your knowledge of your child is irreplaceable, and we welcome you into the life
of the classroom.

How It Fits Together

Montessori gives us independence, mixed-age community, and a prepared environment. Waldorf gives
us the arts, rhythm, and connection to nature. Reggio Emilia gives us inquiry and family partnership.
Together, they send children to Kindergarten as confident, curious, and capable learners.

Our Classrooms

The ECC has two mixed-age classrooms, the Bunnies and the Owls. Each includes both PreK 1 (ages 3 to
4) and PreK 2 (ages 4 to 5) students. Each classroom is led by a dedicated teaching team and has its own
culture and rhythm, while sharing the same values, curricula, and commitments.



CSS Early Childhood CenterCurriculum Guide 2026—-2027

What to Expect Each Year

Every ECC year is built around five consistent features: core curricula, co-curricular programming,

social-emotional learning, experiential education, and family partnership. Here is the growth families can

expect in each year.

_ PreK 1 (Ages 3 to 4) PreK 2 (Ages 4 to 5)

Social and
Emotional

Language and

Literacy

Math

Independence

Taking turns, using words to solve
problems, managing big feelings, and
finding a place in the classroom
community.

Growing vocabulary, following multi-step
directions, and retelling stories. Playful
sound work through Heggerty and early
fine motor and letter awareness through
Learning Without Tears.

Counting objects one at a time, sorting,

making patterns, and comparing amounts.

Managing belongings, following routines,
and caring for themselves and others.

Core Curricula

Taking on leadership roles, modeling for
younger classmates, and navigating
friendships with growing skill.

Recognizing most or all letters, identifying
beginning sounds, and beginning to read
simple words. Many children write their
names and form letters with confidence.

Comparing quantities, reading numerals,
and exploring early addition and
subtraction through Bridges Math, the
same program used in Kindergarten.

Applying skills with intention and
preparing to begin Kindergarten with
confidence.

Our academic program uses research-based curricula chosen because they connect directly to the Lower

School.

Heggerty Phonemic
Awareness

Learning Without Tears

Bridges Math

Daily, playful practice hearing and working with the sounds in words, the

foundation for reading.

skills and letter formation.

Hands-on, multisensory handwriting and early literacy that builds fine motor

Number sense, patterns, spatial reasoning, and problem-solving. Bridges is
also used in the CSS Lower School, so children carry a shared math language

into Kindergarten.
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Signature Programming

These programs reflect how the ECC goes beyond a traditional preschool to engage and inspire every
child.

Social-Emotional Learning

Social-emotional learning is at the heart of the ECC. Throughout the day, teachers help children
understand their feelings, build empathy, form friendships, and make thoughtful choices. A child who
feels secure and connected is ready to learn.

Mini-Brunch Theater

Each spring, PreK students perform in Mini-Brunch Theater, an early version of the Lower School's
Dessert Theater. Over several weeks, children rehearse an original production, learn lines and cues, and
build the confidence that comes from practice and teamwork.

STEM

In our dedicated STEM classroom, children ask questions, make predictions, test ideas, and reflect on
what they discover, just like scientists and engineers.

ECC Library

A weekly library program with our full-time library staff member includes read-alouds, author studies,
and time to explore books independently, nurturing a lifelong love of reading.

Fall Adventure and Colorado Expedition

Experiential education is part of every CSS grade, starting in PreK. In the fall, ECC students join the
school-wide Fall Adventure, with outdoor activities on campus that build trust, confidence, and
belonging. In the spring, Colorado Expedition brings our PreK theme, Animals of Colorado, to life with a
half-day of campus exploration, special guests, and animal encounters.
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Co-Curricular Classes

Every ECC student takes part in co-curricular classes aligned with the Lower School, so children arrive in

Kindergarten already familiar with a rich, well-rounded school week.

Spanish

Library

Physical Education
Music

Creative Dramatics

Early language learning through communication, culture, and joyful exposure
to a new language.

Read-alouds and book exploration that build listening, comprehension, and a
love of reading.

Movement, coordination, cooperation, and healthy, active habits.
Listening, rhythm, and early musical skills through song and play.

Confidence, storytelling, and collaboration, leading to Mini-Brunch Theater.

Visual Art Creative expression and fine motor skills through hands-on work with many
materials.
STEM Weekly investigations that build curiosity, critical thinking, and
problem-solving.
Family Partnership

Families are essential partners in their child's education. When school and home work together, children

thrive. Here is how we stay connected:

¢ ClassDojo. Classroom updates, photos, and messages with your child's teachers.

¢ Weekly newsletters. A look at what your child is learning and what is coming up.

¢ Family conferences. Dedicated time to talk about your child's growth.

e Community events. Gatherings such as Friendsgiving Lunch and the Valentine's Book Exchange.

¢ An open door. Questions and conversations are always welcome.

We look forward to partnering with your family this year and to being part of your child's story.
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