Essential Question

What are the ecological, economic,
and societal impacts of development in
Cambodia, and can it be done
sustainably?

Description

As a UN “least developed” country, Cambodia faces significant barriers to sustainable development.
True sustainable development meets current needs without compromising the needs of future
generations, and it can be examined through three lenses: economy, environment, and equity.
During this ECS, students will explore the various economic drivers of Cambodia, such as textiles
and agriculture. They will experience urban lifestyles in the capital city, Phnom Penh, and learn about
its history and political structures. A long drive to the city of Siem Reap, home of the famous
Buddhist temple Angkor Wat, will give students exposure to the impacts of tourism. Continuing to the
floating villages of Tonle Sap Lake will reveal a more rural way of life, as well as highlight the
environmental impacts of deforestation, infrastructure development, and climate change. The area
around Tonle Sap is one of the most productive ecosystems in the world, but it is rapidly declining
due to these pressures. To further explore the environmental impacts, we will plan to visit other
important conservation sites and/or sanctuaries. The journey of this ECS is likely to be a little
uncomfortable, long, unpredictable, and unique. It's a great match for someone with a hardy
constitution, a compassionate heart, and a curious mind.
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