
Puppets on a Plane: 
The World of Puppetry

What is the significance and impact of the art of puppetry across world
cultures, and how does that fit into our current culture, beliefs, and
discussion of both topical and historical issues? 
How is storytelling a major part of the cultural experience? 
How can we effectively express our most fantastical thoughts, while
communicating with a broader audience about shared experiences,
concerns, and human struggles?

Essential Questions: 

Spring 2022

Description:
Puppetry has been a mainstay of cultural expression worldwide for thousands of
years. Dating back to cave paintings and the earliest ceremonies involving masks
of deities and animals, puppetry has allowed people to express sensitive and
controversial material indirectly, invoking fantasy and fairy tale, epic and legend,
criticism and heroism. 

Puppets were used in ancient China and Rome, invoking wonder and mystery.
Modern puppeteers include advertisers, psychologists, political activists,
entertainers, performance artists, and practitioners of many religions. Whether
puppets are made for the hand, wires, strings, full bodies, sticks, stilts, or
shadows, they stimulate wonder in the viewer and provide an avenue to explore
unworldly ideas and address challenging subjects. 

Why is this form of expression so enduring and captivating? As students research
the history and psychology of puppetry, they blend the arts of puppet-making with
theatre in the creation of their own productions. Students invent plays, write
scripts, and create stages and props for shows that will be presented in several on-
campus performances. Professional puppeteers work directly with the class to
introduce content, materials and technique. Students should be prepared for hard
work, an explosion of imagination, and being an integral part of a production team.



We started Tuesday out by further getting to know
Ms. Parr. She began by showing us several
demonstrations of some works that inspired her.
This gave us an idea of what we were continuing
towards as well as demonstrations of her own
incredible work. Ms. Parr has been a crucial part in
this adventure of becoming puppeteers. She taught
us all about Bunraku and the tradition of these half-
sized 3 string puppets. She also taught us all about
joints and the importance of understanding when to
use pivot joints vs. hinge joints, and how these
joints allow for different varieties of movement. We
also learned about the power of shadow puppetry.
Ms Parr directed us using a variety of colored
lights, brighter lights, and dim lights. We continued
by learning about depth within our creations as well
as how to make our creations come to life. We
created a variety of stages and backgrounds to
give allusions of different environments. We even
created our own 7-foot tall screen for our shadow
puppets. This left us feeling extremely rewarded
and motivated for the next few days!

Getting Started
By: Taryn C. '22
March 1, 2022



We kicked off Wednesday with some
demonstrations of shadow puppetry brought to us
by Ms. Parr. Then, we were able to experiment with
our own shadow puppets that we constructed the
previous day by playing with lightning. We learned
how the various types of l ighting, such as colorful
flashlights and a projector, allowed for different
sizes, effects, and movement of the shadows. After
we were introduced to all the fun possibilit ies of
shadow puppetry, we pivoted to hand puppets,
which required a bit more complex construction
than the shadow puppets we began with. We used
foam, tape, cardboard, and many fabrics, so we
were able to really express our creativity through
this project. We learned how to create a stable,
moving mouth controlled by our hand, and some
students went as far as to create moving eyes.
Some of us even brushed up on our sewing and
hemming techniques, a skill not only useful for
puppetry. We made great progress on our puppets
today, but we will f inish them off tomorrow to
ensure we have a product we are proud of.
Finishing off the second half of the day, we
brainstormed for our script and wrote a few pages
down to prepare for the big play in just a couple of
weeks. It was a productive and rewarding day!

Leveling Up
By: Skylar D. '22
March 2, 2022



Thursday, much like Wednesday, was another workday for the hand puppets we
designed. Some were close to complete while others were not, so this workday was
appreciated. During the first two hours of our day, we worked on what had to be
done. However, unlike yesterday, we took a break in the middle because we are
learning how to make puppets and use puppets. So we all got our uncompleted
puppets and headed to the theater to get used to the feeling. While at the theater,
we did various exercises to get us more familiar with the puppets we were holding.
One activity was us getting into groups of three to four and picking a song. After
that, we got on stage and lip-synced to the song of our choice with our puppets.
Once our practice was over, we went back to the carriage house and continued our
puppets. During the second half of our day, we all split into our groups again to
work on our scripts, the goal being to get two more pages done. We did this for two
hours. Around 3:00 p.m., we stopped working on our scripts and continued work on
our puppets. We then closed off our day by cleaning our stations and heading
home.

The Process
By: Jaiden S. '24
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On Tuesday we started off the day in the Carriage
house. We got put in groups of three because the
day's focus was how to work fluidly as a group. To
practice this we first made shadow puppets to a
fairy tale then made Bunraku animal puppets. We
then moved to the theater to do the activities that
were based on the puppets that we just made. The
first activity was learning how to work with two
other people on one puppet. We were shown the
different rules of working a multi-person puppet and
were set off to figure out how to best succeed at
such a role. 

Once we were done with that activity we moved on
to our shadow puppets. We were shown a few
techniques on how to get different effects and such
and were told to try them out for ourselves. In our
groups, we decided what we wanted our show to
look like then performed it for the group. After we
performed, we were given feedback on what we did
and practiced it. 

After lunch, we worked more on our scripts and
then did live reads of all of the play. We did this to
try to get a feel on how long they were and what
items we needed to perform them. Before the end
of the day, we were set out to work on our own to
buff out the feedback we got.

Practicing with Puppets
By: Paige H. '24
March 8, 2022



We spent our week learning about puppetry from the
perspective of Katy Will iams, one of our guest
teachers! Though we watched many puppet shows and
did many engaging activities, we started a new project
today! 

Katy told us about a workshop she did with one of the
competitors from Jim Henson’s Creature Shop
Challenge, and decided to teach it to us. We started by
sculpting simplistic reptil ian heads out of ceramic clay
and proceeded to wrap them in plastic wrap. We
covered the plastic wrap and duct tape and drew
cutting patterns onto the heads. After cutting them out,
we had successfully created reusable puppet head
patterns for ourselves! We got to watch Jim Henson’s
Creature Shop Challenge while we worked on our litt le
heads. 

After lunch, we split into two groups: one group headed
over to the theatre to start blocking for the show, and
the other group stayed in the art building creating
things we would need for the play. All in all, it was a
very productive, eventful, and fun day!

Jim Henson’s Creature Shop Challenge

By: Izzi Z. '24 
March 10, 2022 



Our ECS spent the last week learning about the culture of giant puppets and the
various methods used to make them. We had a guest teacher, Julie Talty, help us
throughout the week and she gave us tips and tricks on how to build our giant
puppets. 

A lot of puppets were made with the help of paper mache, which a lot of people
were learning to use for the first time, including me. Most of the giant puppets that
we made were at least 7- or 8-feet tall! We would only be allowed to use the time
from when the day started, which was about 8:15 a.m., to lunchtime, which was at
12:30 p.m., for three days. Overall, I think that this week was the most fun because
I, and I’m sure most other people in this ECS, have never even thought of making a
giant puppet until we had the opportunity this last week.

Giant Puppets

By: Francesca P. '23


