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LOWER SCHOOL EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION: IN THE FIELD 

At The Colorado Springs School, we believe that some of the most powerful learning happens 

outside the walls of a classroom. Lower School Experiential Education: In the Field is a two-part 

program woven throughout each school year that places students in authentic, hands-on 

experiences designed to build community, develop outdoor skills, and bring the living history of 

Colorado to life. Grounded in CSS's foundational Head, Hand, and Heart benchmarks, this 

program measures not just what students know, but what they can do and who they are 

becoming. 

FALL ADVENTURE: TONE SETTING & COMMUNITY BONDING 

Taking place each fall during the month of September 

Each school year begins not with a desk and a textbook, but with an adventure. Fall Adventure 

is a grade-level experience designed to set the tone for the year ahead, bringing students in 

grades 1 through 5 together through community-building activities, collaborative challenges, 

and the kind of shared moments that turn classmates into teammates. Before the academic 

year fully takes hold, Fall Adventure gives students the space to show up as individuals first - to 

laugh, to struggle together, to encourage one another, and to begin building the trust that will 

carry them through an entire year of learning side by side. 

Overnights are a central feature of Fall Adventure, with experiences both on and off campus 

that grow in complexity and independence as students move through the grade levels. In 

developmentally appropriate progression, students take on increasing responsibility for their 

outdoor environment, learning to tend to camp, manage a functional kitchen, and practice the 

principles of Leave No Trace. These are not simply fun activities; they are the early building 

blocks of self-reliance, teamwork, and environmental stewardship that will serve students for a 

lifetime. 

COLORADO EXPEDITION: IMMERSIVE HISTORY IN THE FIELD 

Taking place each spring during the months of April- May 

Through outdoor, place-based learning, K–5 students explore Colorado's geology, ecosystems, 

and human experience — past, present, and future. Colorado Expedition is where that 

exploration comes alive. Each spring, students engage in intensive classroom study of a specific 

chapter of Colorado's rich and layered story, then step directly into it. During the month of May, 

every grade level travels into the field to experience their unit firsthand, moving through the 

very landscapes, trails, and communities that shaped our state. 
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Each grade level explores a unique and carefully curated piece of Colorado's story, building 

curiosity, connections with cultures and places, and stewardship of the resources that define 

our region: 

●​ Kindergarten — Home on the Range: Ranching in Colorado 

●​ 1st Grade — Human and Animal Impact and Interactions in Colorado 

●​ 2nd Grade — Digging into the Past: Colorado’s Mining History 

●​ 3rd Grade — Colorado's Crossroads: Rivers of Trade 

●​ 4th Grade — Sand, Stone, and Story: Exploring the San Luis Valley  

●​ 5th Grade — Ancestral Puebloans and the Empty City Mystery 

During each expedition, students do not simply visit history — they inhabit it. As first-hand field 

scientists and historians, they engage in immersive, inquiry-driven study that brings classroom 

learning to life in ways no textbook ever could. At the same time, students put their outdoor 

education skills to work running a functional camp, caring for their environment, and practicing 

the Leave No Trace principles introduced in Fall Adventure. 

Colorado Expedition is assessed through CSS's Head, Hand, and Heart benchmarks, honoring 

the full picture of each student's growth as a thinker, a doer, and a person of character. 
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WHOLE CHILD DEVELOPMENT:  

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING & CREW ADVISORY 

At The Colorado Springs School, we believe that academic excellence and personal character are 

not separate pursuits, they are deeply and intentionally intertwined. The Lower School serves as 

the foundation for building connected, informed, and emotionally intelligent students, and the 

Whole Child Development program is the heartbeat of that mission. Through a layered, 

proactive approach to social-emotional learning, students are supported not just as learners, 

but as whole human beings, developing the self-awareness, empathy, resilience, and relational 

skills that will carry them far beyond the classroom. 

DAILY CREW: THE ANCHOR OF EVERY SCHOOL DAY 

Every Lower School classroom begins and returns to Crew, a daily, teacher-led gathering that 

serves as the emotional and relational anchor of each school day. Crew is not an add-on or an 

afterthought; it is a purposeful, protected time woven into the rhythm of every grade level. 

Within Crew, teachers lead classroom-specific experiences tailored to the unique culture, tone, 

and needs of their students. These may include: 

●​ Classroom-specific lessons - building skills and habits relevant to where students are in 

their year. 

●​ Team-building exercises - fostering trust, collaboration, and a sense of shared 

community. 

●​ Emotional check-ins - creating consistent space for students to be seen, heard, and 

supported. 

●​ Themed units - responding both proactively and reactively to the social and emotional 

landscape of the classroom and broader school community. 

Crew is responsive by design. When a classroom needs celebration, Crew holds it. When a 

classroom needs repair, Crew creates the space. When students need language and tools to 

navigate something difficult, Crew provides them. It is the place where the culture of each 

classroom is built, tended, and protected every single day. 

BE GOOD PEOPLE: A SCHOOL-WIDE CHARACTER FRAMEWORK 

Underpinning the social-emotional work of every Lower School classroom is the Be Good 

People curriculum, a school-wide framework that establishes both direct instruction in 

character development and universal behavioral expectations shared across every grade level. 
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Through the Be Good People curriculum, students engage with topics that build the foundation 

of who they are and how they show up for others, developing a common language, a shared set 

of values, and a consistent culture of kindness, accountability, and integrity that extends from 

the classroom into every corner of campus life. 

EL CURRICULUM: CHARACTER THROUGH AUTHENTIC TEXTS & SCENARIOS 

The Lower School's EL Curriculum deepens the work of character development through literacy 

using authentic texts, real-world scenarios, and meaningful stories to teach students not just 

how to read, but how to think, feel, and act with intention. Character lessons woven throughout 

the EL Curriculum invite students to see themselves in the stories they encounter, wrestle with 

complex questions, and develop the moral imagination to understand perspectives beyond their 

own. Literature becomes a mirror and a window, reflecting students' own experiences back to 

them while opening doors to the wider, beautifully complicated world. 
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SIGNATURE PROGRAMMING 

At The Colorado Springs School, signature programming is not supplemental, it is central. These 

programs represent the deliberate, innovative, and deeply intentional ways CSS goes beyond 

the traditional school model to ensure every student is engaged, challenged, and prepared for a 

life of purpose, curiosity, and contribution. 

ROBUST CO-CURRICULAR OFFERINGS 

Every Lower School student at CSS participates in a rich and varied co-curricular program that 

nurtures the whole child across multiple disciplines. These offerings run alongside and in 

support of core academics, ensuring that creativity, movement, language, and the arts are not 

extras, they are essentials. 

Co-curricular offerings include: 

●​ Visual Art: Students develop creative expression, artistic technique, and visual literacy 

through hands-on studio experiences across a range of media. 

●​ Creative Dramatics: Students build confidence, storytelling, collaboration, and public 

presence through imaginative, performance-based learning. 

●​ Music: Foundational music education is woven into the Lower School experience, 

building listening, rhythm, and musical literacy. 

●​ Choir: Students develop vocal technique, ensemble performance skills, and the 

discipline and joy of singing together. (Grades 4 & 5) 

●​ Band: Students learn to play and perform as part of an ensemble, developing 

musicianship, perseverance, and teamwork. (Grades 4 & 5) 

●​ Spanish: Early language acquisition is rooted in communication, culture, and global 

awareness across all Lower School grade levels. 

●​ STEM: Inquiry-driven science, technology, engineering, and mathematics experiences 

that build critical thinking, problem-solving, and innovation skills. 

●​ Physical Education: Students develop movement, athleticism, cooperation, and a 

lifelong commitment to health and wellness. 

●​ Library: Students develop a love of reading, build research skills, and explore new ideas 

in a welcoming learning environment.  

RANCH SCHOOL 

Ranch School is an innovative, comprehensive K–8 program that brings the rich history and 

contemporary practice of Colorado ranching and wildlife to life through experiential education. 
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Beginning in Kindergarten and continuing through 8th Grade, students explore the 

interconnected studies of ranching, plant and animal science, and the economic and 

environmental impacts of agriculture as a business and community model. 

The program is organized around three integrated curriculum arms, each building upon the 

others to create a dynamic, living classroom: 

●​ Learning Garden Core Curriculum — immersive horticulture and botany study through 

hands-on planting of native and non-native Colorado plant species and pollinator garden 

exploration. Research consistently demonstrates that garden-based learning increases 

science achievement, critical thinking, and student engagement while fostering 

environmental stewardship and healthy habits. 

●​ Critter Care — students care daily for a variety of ranch animals, including chickens and 

rabbits. Through a rotation of specialty animal study, animals such as goats, sheep, and 

cattle visit campus to provide hands-on opportunities to study animal science, 

embryology, and biodiversity. Through daily feeding, habitat maintenance, and 

individualized animal care plans, students develop executive functioning skills including 

planning, problem-solving, and self-regulation. In partnership with 4-H and Colorado 

State University, CSS is on track to become a chartered 4-H member by Fall 2026. 

●​ Farm Stand — a student-driven "Garden to Fork" entrepreneurship program in which 

students collaborate to design and execute a real business plan, selling produce and eggs 

grown through the Learning Garden and Critter Care programs. Students gain firsthand 

experience in budgeting, supply chains, customer service, and financial literacy while 

connecting their work to the broader community. 

Ranch School cultivates an enduring connection to the Colorado landscape and empowers 

students to understand how science, sustainability, and entrepreneurship work together to 

enrich our communities. 

LAUNCH PAD: MIDDLE SCHOOL PREPARATION PROGRAM 

Grades 4 & 5 

Launch Pad is one of CSS's most forward-thinking and distinctive 

program innovations; a purposefully designed Middle School 

preparation experience for 4th and 5th grade students that builds 

executive functioning, confidence, and ownership over learning so 

that students transition into Middle School ready to thrive 

academically and independently. 

6 



 

At its heart, Launch Pad develops the skills of planning, organization, time management, and 

self-regulation through both direct instruction and authentic, embedded practice. CSS utilizes 

the SMARTS Executive Functioning Curriculum to deliberately and directly teach these essential 

skills, giving students a structured, research-based framework to understand how they learn, 

and then immediately practice those strategies in real time within their daily academic 

experience. These are not skills students simply learn about; they are habits students live, 

building a foundation for a lifetime of learning. 

The physical environment of Launch Pad is intentional in every detail. Designed as a bridge 

between Lower School and Middle School, the four-classroom model creates a small, 

self-contained "mini Middle School" where students switch classes, use lockers, manage passing 

time, and navigate flexible learning spaces that mirror what they will encounter in Middle 

School. The progression across the two years is equally deliberate. Fourth graders receive 

structured coaching and adult modeling, while 5th graders are gradually released into greater 

independence, engaging in an experience that looks and feels increasingly like Middle School 

before they ever arrive there. 
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GRADE LEVEL CURRICULUM OVERVIEWS 

At The Colorado Springs School, every grade level carries its own distinct academic journey, 

introducing new content, deeper challenges, and fresh opportunities for growth while 

remaining rooted in the shared traditions, values, and commitments that define a CSS 

education. The grade level curriculum overviews that follow are designed to serve as a roadmap 

for families and students, offering a clear and comprehensive picture of the content, units of 

study, and experiences that shape each year of learning. Across every grade level, ten distinct 

features provide the consistent architecture of each overview: 

●​ Expeditions 

●​ EL Reading 

●​ Bridges Math 

●​ Field Work & Overnights 

●​ Presentations 

●​ Assessments 

●​ Homework 

●​ Community Events 

●​ Social Emotional Learning 

●​ Wellness 

●​ Executive Functioning (4th & 5th Grade only) 

Together, these features reflect CSS's belief that a great education is not just about what 

students learn, but how they learn it, who they become in the process, and how well prepared 

they are for everything that comes next. 
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