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Dear CSS Middle School Families,

Welcome to an exciting new chapter at The Colorado Springs School! It is with great enthusiasm
that | introduce our expanded Middle School Curriculum Guide, a testament to our commitment
to innovation, growth, and the unique journey that awaits your child here at CSS.

Our Middle School program stands apart, not just in the richness of its academic offerings, but in
the spirit of exploration and discovery that infuses every classroom, studio, and outdoor
adventure. We believe that the middle school years are a pivotal time when students are
discovering who they are and what they love. That’s why our curriculum is designed to push
students beyond their comfort zones, encouraging them to try new things, ask big questions,
and develop interests of all kinds. Through experiential education, your child will gain not only
knowledge but also resilience, confidence, and a lifelong love of learning.

This guide showcases an ever-growing array of courses and opportunities, each carefully crafted
to spark curiosity and nurture the whole child. Whether your student is passionate about
science, the arts, leadership, or outdoor education, there is something here to inspire every
learner.

We invite you to take the time to explore these offerings with your child and to imagine all the
ways they can grow and thrive at CSS. We are honored to partner with you during these three
transformative years, and we encourage you to reach out whenever you have questions,
ideas, or simply want to connect. Your involvement and support are vital to your child’s success,
and we are here for you every step of the way.

Thank you for entrusting us with your child’s education.
Together, let’s make these middle school years truly
one of a kind!

Yours,

Erin K. Cerezo
Associate Head of School for Academics
The Colorado Springs School




ENGLISH

6th Grade English

English introduces students to a wide range of new skills as they expand upon prior knowledge
to develop their expertise as writers, readers, and speakers. Students will practice a flipped
classroom model where reading at home will be utilized as preparation to participate in
interactive discussions. Students will give individual and group presentations to their peers and
produce a variety of projects throughout the school year.

By reading and writing on a regular basis, students will learn about and improve grammar skills
as they develop their own voices. Students will also read various texts beyond the surface level
to predict, analyze, clarify, connect, and evaluate as they focus on understanding
characterization, themes, and plot.

Through a foundation of textual context, students will expand their vocabulary, allowing them to
use more intentional diction. Students will begin at the sentence level and progress to
multi-paragraph essays by the end of the year. Through language and writing practice they will
build their knowledge of the parts of speech and their correct usage.

Varying sentence types, sentence structures, phrases, and modifiers are emphasized through
oral, written, and creative exercises. Writing and revision will focus on creating a variety of
shorter, original pieces ranging from personal narratives to analytical essays to create stories.

6th Grade Honors English

The 6th Grade Honors English course challenges students to deepen their understanding of
literature and writing through advanced critical thinking, analytical reading, and elevated
communication skills. Building upon foundational knowledge, students will engage with complex
texts, explore nuanced themes, and refine their written and spoken voices. The course
emphasizes student independence, intellectual curiosity, and academic rigor.

A flipped classroom model will be implemented, requiring students to complete thoughtful
reading assignments at home in preparation for in-depth, student-led discussions and Socratic
seminars in class. Students will regularly deliver individual and group presentations and
collaborate on high-level projects that demand creativity, research, and synthesis of ideas.

Reading and writing will occur on a daily basis, with an emphasis on developing sophisticated
grammar and syntax. Students will move beyond basic comprehension to interpret symbolism,



author’s craft, and deeper thematic elements. They will critically analyze character
development, author’s purpose, and structural choices in literature.

Vocabulary instruction will focus on academic and literary terms, encouraging precise and
intentional  word choice in both speech and writing. Students will progress from advanced
sentence construction to polished, multi-paragraph essays with a focus on argument, narrative,
and analytical writing. Throughout the course, they will build mastery of the parts of speech and
grammatical conventions, applying them purposefully to enhance clarity and style in their
writing.

7th Grade English

English uses a rich variety of literary genres—including short stories, fiction, nonfiction, and
poetry—as a catalyst for developing thoughtful discussion skills and strong, effective writing.
Students will engage in a flipped classroom model, where independent reading at home
prepares them to actively participate in meaningful, interactive discussions in class.

Through regular writing, collaborative dialogue, and project-based learning, students will
explore the overarching themes of community, identity, and belonging. They will examine how
individuals relate to one another in an ever-changing world, learning to appreciate cultural
differences and embrace global citizenship. This course encourages students to think critically,
express themselves clearly, and connect literature to the broader human experience.

7th Grade Honors English

The 7th Grade Honors English course challenges students to engage deeply with literature
across a range of genres—including short stories, fiction, nonfiction, and poetry—as a
springboard for developing advanced discussion and writing skills. The course fosters critical
thinking, empathy, and global awareness through the exploration of complex texts and diverse
perspectives.

Utilizing a flipped classroom model, students are expected to read independently at home in
preparation for dynamic, student-centered discussions, seminars, and projects. Emphasis is
placed on speaking with clarity, listening actively, and respectfully engaging with differing
viewpoints.

Through frequent analytical and creative writing, as well as project-based learning, students will
examine themes of identity, community, cultural diversity, and their roles in a rapidly evolving
world. They will explore how literature reflects and shapes societal values, and how they
themselves can contribute to meaningful dialogue and change.



Students will refine their writing craft by focusing on structure, voice, and grammar while
incorporating textual evidence and rhetorical strategies. By reading and writing with intention
and depth, they will cultivate not only academic skills but also a sense of global citizenship and
social responsibility.

8th Grade English

Students explore different genres to focus on themes relating to decision-making, identity, and
transitioning to adulthood. They begin the year discussing summer reading books before
exploring short stories, non-fiction writing, opinion essays, personal memoirs, and mythology.
Building upon all that they have learned in Middle School, students engage in forms of academic
writing ranging from analytical essays to researched persuasive letters, all with a focus on MLA
standards and allowing students to pursue a topic of personal interest.

Building upon the Foundations of Language program, students continue to learn about the
influence of Greek and Latin on the English language to increase vocabulary and strengthen
diction. On a daily basis, they read, write and discuss various topics to develop opinions (thesis
statements) supported by specific examples and commentary. Students culminate the year by
extensively revising a selected piece of writing to potentially share with a live audience.

8th Grade Honors English

In 8th Grade Honors English, students take ownership of their learning as they engage with a
diverse range of literary genres to explore complex themes such as decision-making, identity
formation, and the transition into adulthood. Beginning with student-led discussions and
collaborative analyses of summer reading selections, students then choose from a variety of
texts—including short stories, non-fiction essays, editorial writing, a novella, classical mythology,
drama, poetry, and allegory—to guide their personalized paths of inquiry. Students are
encouraged to make interdisciplinary connections and pursue lines of questioning that reflect
their individual interests.

Through project-based learning, students independently research, analyze, and present their
interpretations in various forms, including analytical essays, comparative literary analysis,
creative compositions, and researched persuasive letters, all aligned with MLA standards.
Emphasis is placed on original thought, rigorous critical analysis, and cultivating an authentic
scholarly voice.

Building upon the Foundations of Language program, students independently apply their
growing knowledge of Greek and Latin roots to strengthen vocabulary, diction, and stylistic



precision. Frequent opportunities for reflective writing, Socratic seminars, peer workshops, and
real-world publication or performance experiences help students refine their ability to craft
sophisticated arguments supported by strong textual evidence and thoughtful commentary.

The year culminates in a capstone project in which students select, revise, and present a major
piece of writing to a live audience, demonstrating mastery of the writing process, independent
thought, and polished communication skills.



MATHEMATICS

Math Intermediate

Foundations Math Pre - Algebra
Sth Grade ITntermediato
Curriculum Math Pre - Algebra Algebra 1
Pre - Algebra Algebra 1 Geometry

In middle school, a student's math placement is determined by several key factors. These
include MAPS testing diagnostic scores, grades, teacher input, and the student's effort and
overall drive towards mathematical problem solving. These elements collectively help place a
student in the most suitable math course.

Foundations & Explorations in Math

Foundations and Explorations in Math is designed to ignite curiosity while building a strong
mathematical foundation for middle school learners. Grounded in repetition and mastery, the
course emphasizes exploration, skill development, and perseverance in problem solving through
hands-on, real-world applications. Students develop fluency with number sense and place value,
including powers of ten and scientific notation, while strengthening computational skills with
whole numbers, decimals, fractions, and percents. Fraction work includes operations with unlike
denominators, mixed and improper fractions, reciprocals, and the strategic use of least common
multiple (LCM) and greatest common factor (GCF). Learners also explore exponents,
inequalities, and constants of variation, with particular emphasis on rates, ratios and
proportional reasoning as a bridge to algebraic thinking. Throughout the course, students
analyze numerical and algebraic expressions and equations, investigate relationships on the
coordinate plane, and apply prime factorization to deepen conceptual understanding.
Measurement concepts - including area, volume, and units of measure in both customary and
metric systems - along with geometry and data analysis are revisited through a spiral approach
to reinforce long-term retention.

Technology is thoughtfully integrated using four-function calculators, laptops, and interactive
applications to support investigation from multiple perspectives. Learners are encouraged to ask



guestions, make connections across topics, and persist through challenges, building both the
mathematical skills and the growth mindset necessary for success in algebra, statistics, and
beyond.

Intermediate Math

Intermediate Math builds essential skills in the core four operations, including working with
remainders as decimals and fractions. Students will master converting between fractions,
decimals, and percentages, simplifying and finding equivalent fractions, and understanding
prime factorization. The course covers calculating percentages, ratios, rates, proportionality, and
estimation, as well as working with integers, rational numbers, and absolute value. Students are
introduced to numerical and algebraic expressions, basic equations and inequalities, dependent
and independent variables, and the coordinate plane, providing a strong foundation for
advanced math.

Pre-Algebra

Pre-Algebra lays the foundation for success in Algebra | by deepening students’ understanding
of algebraic thinking, relationships, and representation. Through experiential, problem-based
learning, students develop fluency with variables, and explore how independent and dependent
variables describe real-world situations. Learners plot, interpret, and analyze points on the
coordinate plane while examining linear relationships through equations, inequalities, and
multiple graphing methods, including slope, slope-intercept form, and point-slope form.
Students strengthen computational reasoning through operations with integers and rational
numbers, including the distinction between rational and irrational numbers. The course extends
understanding of exponents by introducing negative exponents, powers of ten, and scientific
notation. Radicals - including square roots and cube roots - are explored conceptually and
procedurally, with multiple strategies for estimating imperfect roots, such as the Babylonian
Method. The Pythagorean Theorem is applied to problem solving, alongside geometric concepts
related to circles, including radius, diameter, circumference, and Pi. Algebraic fluency is further
developed through evaluating expressions, applying the order of operations (PEMDAS),
combining like terms, and solving multi-step equations, including those with variables on both
sides. Proportional reasoning is emphasized through unit rates, constant of proportionality, and
real-world word problems.

Set theory concepts - including intervals, set-builder notation, number lines, and classifications
within the real number system - support students’ structural understanding of mathematics.
Students also engage in meaningful applications through a financial literacy unit covering sales
tax, discounts, commission, tipping, markups, and interest. A statistics and probability module
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introduces learners to data representation and analysis using histograms, dot plot,
box-and-whiskers plots, stem-and-leaf plots, and measures of center and spread, including
mean, median, mode, range, quartiles, and interquartile range. Throughout the course, students
build perseverance, precision, and reasoning skills as they connect algebraic concepts to
authentic contexts, ensuring they are confident, capable, and prepared for the rigor of Algebra |
and beyond.

Algebra |

This course provides a comprehensive foundation in algebraic concepts and skills, preparing
students for higher-level mathematics. Students will master basic algebra skills and fractions,
explore variables, and gain proficiency in writing and solving linear equations, as well as
graphing them by hand. The curriculum covers polynomials, including operations and factoring,
and introduces quadratic equations with an emphasis on completing the square. Students will
study exponents, including negative and zero exponents, square roots (both positive and
negative), and the rules governing their use. The course also includes solving linear systems
using substitution, analyzing the slope of a line, and working with rational and radical
expressions. Additionally, students will be introduced to mathematical proofs, learning what a
proof is and exploring its historical origins, fostering logical reasoning and critical thinking skills.

Geometry

Geometry reinforces foundational algebra skills through the lens of geometric concepts.
Students continue to polish the use of variables in order to solve problems; these problems are
based on geometric definitions and relationships. Beginning with a few undefined terms and
postulates, numerous theorems are the foundation for setting up algebraic equations. Algebra
skills such as writing and solving linear equations, linear inequalities, systems of equations,
polynomials, and quadratics are reinforced throughout the course, with the calculations of angle
measurements, areas of plane figures and volumes of three-dimensional objects.

Properties of polygons and circles are investigated and the concepts of congruency and similarity
are established. Peer coaching and frequent discussions in class are an important part of the
proof-writing process. Current technology and hands-on activities allow students to focus on
problem-solving skills and strategies. Students reinforce and synthesize concepts through
projects that can incorporate art and strengthen public speaking skills.



SCIENCE

6th Grade Earth and Space Science

Earth and Space Sciences are the primary topics explored in 6th-grade science. The course
begins with a study of the solar system, universe, galaxies, and stars. Students focus on the Earth
and its natural systems next, exploring the lithosphere, hydrosphere, and atmosphere. The year
concludes with geology, exploring how the rock and fossil records help us understand the history
of Earth. Students repeatedly apply the scientific process to experimentation and learn how to
formulate hypotheses, manipulate independent variables, measure dependent variables, create
data tables and graphs, and analyze results. They practice oral presentation techniques with the
support of computerized slides and shoot and edit a video.

6th Grade Honors Earth and Space Science

Earth and Space Sciences are the primary topics explored in 6th-grade science. The course
begins with a study of the solar system, universe, galaxies, and stars. Students focus on the Earth
and its natural systems next, exploring the lithosphere, hydrosphere, and atmosphere. The year
concludes with geology, exploring how the rock and fossil records help us understand the history
of Earth. Students repeatedly apply the scientific process to experimentation and learn how to
formulate hypotheses, manipulate independent variables, measure dependent variables, create
data tables and graphs, and analyze results. They practice oral presentation techniques with the
support of computerized slides and shoot and edit a video.

In the honors course, students will dig deeper into these topics, exploring applications of
scientific principles learned in class, potential careers in Earth Science, and more. Students will
also gain experience in experimental design and independent research.

7th Grade Life Science

Exploration of the Earth’s living systems is the content focus of the 7th-grade science
curriculum. Beginning with ecosystems and biomes, students explore the concept of scale and
levels of organization within the biosphere. Experimentation skills developed in 6th grade are
applied and further developed in examinations of ecosystems, populations, organic chemistry,
cell biology, genetics, comparative biology, and human biology. Students routinely design,
conduct, and analyze data from their experiments, increasingly incorporating the use of
spreadsheets for data analysis and graphing over the course of the year. Teamwork, work
efficiency, and quality of lab technique are common threads throughout the year. Experimental
results from independent research are frequently presented to classmates.
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7th Grade Honors Life Science

Exploration of the Earth’s living systems is the content focus of the 7th-grade science
curriculum. Beginning with ecosystems and biomes, students explore the concept of scale and
levels of organization within the biosphere. Experimentation skills developed in 6th grade are
applied and further developed in examinations of ecosystems, populations, organic chemistry,
cell biology, genetics, comparative biology, and human biology. Students routinely design,
conduct, and analyze data from their experiments, increasingly incorporating the use of
spreadsheets for data analysis and graphing over the course of the year.

In the honors curriculum, students are held to a high standard of excellence when practicing
teamwork, work efficiency, and quality of lab technique. Honors students will complete
independent research and lead their peers to understand materials presented in class. As well,
deeper understanding of topics related to life science will be pursued, including real world
applications and exploring different careers in the Life Sciences.

8th Grade Physical Science

Physics and chemistry are the content focus areas of the 8th-grade science curriculum.
Chemistry topics include a review of atomic structure, which we build on to include electron
configurations, atoms versus ions, and trends in the periodic table of elements. Extrinsic versus
intrinsic properties and physical versus chemical properties lead to investigations of states of
matter, changes of state, specific heat, and density. The unit culminates with basic chemical
reactions and balancing chemical equations.

On the heels of chemistry come an exploration of forces, waves, motion, and mechanical energy,
where they make many connections with the 8th-grade math curriculum and learn to explain
observable physical phenomena with both graphs and equations. This year is filled with
experimentation and engineering, both of which entail student-generated scientific questions
and the iterative process of engineering.

8th Grade Honors Physical Science

In 8th Grade Honors Physical Science, students will receive a more rigorous training in science
writing, data analysis, and the scientific method. While the traditional class will work with each
of these topics as well, students who opt into this course will gain valuable skills for their
independent and collaborative scientific research in the future. Students looking to generate
scientific questions and follow their specific curiosities should take this course.
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HISTORY

6th Grade World Geography

The World Geography curriculum is designed to provide students with an overview of the world,
its continents, countries, cultures, and political systems. The curriculum expands upon the
student’s skills in map-reading, research, understanding of cultural diffusion, and knowledge of
world history. Emphasis is placed on the themes of geography: place, location, region,
human/environment interaction, and movement. A variety of student-centered activities are
incorporated, and students have the opportunity to immerse themselves in long-term
assignments, such as map creation and various writing projects. Students also engage in debate
and learn the art of collaborative discussion as they are introduced to the Harkness method.
Executive functioning training to teach students how to manage their time and materials is also
an emphasis. This course helps students master the skills necessary to succeed in future history
classes at both the Middle and Upper School levels.

6th Grade Honors World Geography

The World Geography curriculum is designed to provide students with an overview of the world,
its continents, countries, cultures, and political systems. The curriculum expands upon the
student’s skills in map-reading, research, understanding of cultural diffusion, and knowledge of
world history. Emphasis is placed on the themes of geography: place, location, region,
human/environment interaction, and movement. Executive functioning training to teach
students how to manage their time and materials is a focus. A variety of student-centered
activities are incorporated, such as simulations, Harkness discussions, and debates. Students
have the opportunity to immerse themselves in long-term assignments, such as map creation
and various writing projects.

As this is an honors course, students will be pushed at a deeper level in their discussion, public
speaking and writing skills. The pace of the class will be faster and more rigorous. This course
helps students master the skills necessary to succeed in future history classes at both the Middle
and Upper School levels.

7th Grade American History

American History explores the major historical events that gave birth to and shaped our nation
from the Pre-Columbian Era through World War I. Connections to relevant topics from recent
decades are made as often as possible to create personal meaning for the events of the past.
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Students regularly engage in Harkness discussions to build conversational skills, while historical
document and political cartoon analysis develops students’ critical-thinking abilities. Students
work on long-term projects, which enhance their research and writing skills. Through this
course, students become better researchers, decision-makers, planners, designers, and
communicators.

7th Grade Honors American History

Honors American History challenges students to critically examine the major events that shaped
the United States from the Pre-Columbian Era through World War | while drawing meaningful
connections to contemporary issues that deepen personal and civic understanding. Students are
expected to lead and sustain sophisticated Harkness-style discussions, using advanced
conversational and questioning techniques to promote inquiry, analysis, and reflection. Through
intensive study of primary sources, historical documents, and political cartoons, students
develop a nuanced understanding of historical context, bias, and perspective. Long-term
research projects further strengthen students’ analytical thinking, research abilities, and
academic writing skills. As an honors-level course, students are consistently challenged to
engage at a deeper level in discussion, public speaking, critical thinking, and written
communication.

8th Grade Ancient Civilizations

Ancient Civilizations is a survey course in which students will carefully examine the cultures of
the ancient world in order to understand and compare the elements that constitute each
society. They will learn how and why these civilizations came to exist, develop, and endure. The
course will cover the civilizations of ancient Mesopotamia, India, and China, as well as the Near
East, Egypt, Greece, and Rome.

A main component of the course will be the development of historical research methods and
writing skills through a thesis project. Students will build critical-thinking and conversational
abilities through regular Harkness discussions. They will engage in simulations, such as a
re-enactment of the Battle of Marathon to understand ancient military strategy. Students will
have the opportunity to develop their own civilization in an extensive multimodal project, which
will require the students to think creatively about the civilizations of the past, while at the same
time letting their creativity and imaginations take them places they never dreamed.

8th Grade Honors Ancient Civilizations

Ancient Civilizations is a survey course in which students will carefully examine the cultures of
the ancient world in order to understand and compare the elements that constitute each society.
They will learn how and why these civilizations came to exist, develop, and endure. The course
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will cover the civilizations of ancient Mesopotamia, India, and China, as well as the Near East,
Egypt, Greece, and Rome. A main component of the course will be the development of historical
research methods and writing skills through a thesis project. Students will engage in simulations,
such as a re-enactment of the Battle of Marathon to understand ancient military strategy.
Students will have the opportunity to develop their own civilization in an extensive multimodal
project, which will require the students to think creatively about the civilizations of the past,
while at the same time letting their creativity and imaginations take them places they never
dreamed. As this is an honors level class, the course will be deeper and more rigorous.
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WORLD LANGUAGES

Spanish Offerings

Students will build, reinforce, and/or acquire Spanish as a world language through cultural
exploration and real-world applications of vocabulary and grammar. Emphasis will be placed on
developing productive skills—speaking and writing—which will, in turn, support the growth of
receptive skills—listening and reading. Students will practice constructing full sentences, gaining
confidence in expressing themselves in Spanish. Cultural topics such as holidays, traditions, and
Spanish-speaking countries will be incorporated into the content units to deepen students'
understanding of the language in its cultural context.

Spanish 6

This is the first formal level of Spanish language study offered at the middle school level.
Students will study verbs and learn to conjugate them in the simple present, present
progressive, and immediate future tenses, with a focus on using "going to + infinitive".
Additionally, students will master the use of subject pronouns to correctly match verb
conjugations with the appropriate subjects in sentences. They will also practice using the verbs
“ser” and “estar” (both meaning "to be") correctly, understanding when to use each based on
context. Vocabulary topics include family, clothing and styles, entertainment, food, and school
life.

Spanish 7

Seventh-grade Spanish focuses on deepening students’ understanding of verb tenses and
expanding their language proficiency. Building on the foundational skills learned in the previous
year, students will continue to reinforce their understanding and usage of the simple present,
present progressive, and immediate future tenses while introducing the preterite and imperfect
tenses to express past actions and events with greater nuance. Students will also study adverbs,
formal commands, and comparative structures, as well as learn the proper use of “por” and
“para”. Moreover, students will study the verbs “saber” and “conocer”, understanding the
differences between them—"saber” refers to knowing facts or information, while “conocer”
refers to familiarity with people, places, or things. Vocabulary topics include hobbies, sports,
food, school life, and personal interests.
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Spanish 8

Eighth-grade Spanish builds upon the skills acquired in earlier grades, focusing on refining
students' understanding of verb tenses, expanding vocabulary, and improving fluency in both
written and spoken Spanish. This year, students will solidify their mastery of the preterite,
imperfect, and future tenses while also exploring the conditional tense, allowing them to
express hypothetical situations and desires. They will practice using all these tenses in more
complex sentences, further enhancing their ability to communicate about past, present, and
future events. They will also learn object pronouns, reflexive verbs, and the subjunctive mood,
which is key for expressing wishes, doubts, and emotions. Vocabulary topics include health,
travel, the environment, and social issues, helping students engage in more complex
conversations.

French Offerings

The French curriculum fosters fluency in listening and speaking, reinforces basic structural
patterns in the language, and develops writing and reading skills. In addition, students become
familiar with Francophone culture around the world. Students will be expected to use as much
French as possible in class discussions and activities. Participation will be maximized through the
use of skits, dialogues, presentations, and other meaningful and engaging activities. Students
will also foster a desire to learn about and interact with other cultures and develop a basic
knowledge of the geography and history of the Francophone world.

French 6

This course is the first level of formal French Language instruction offered at the middle school
level. Students begin to learn the fundamentals of the French language as they explore the
history and culture of the French-speaking parts of the world. While speaking is heavily
emphasized, students also practice their listening, reading, and writing skills in French. Students
practice grammatical/structural patterns and verb conjugations through storytelling, activities,
games, music and other media. The class covers four units of content, with themes ranging
French greetings, numbers 1-100, French culinary vocabulary, interrogatives, speaking about
directions, extensive verb conjugations, and more. By the end of 6th grade, French students
should be able to conjugate to the present tense and engage in French conversation at the Al
level.
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French 7

This course is the second level of formal French Language instruction offered at the middle
school level. Students continue to learn the fundamentals of the French Language, such as
grammar, syntax, pronunciation and vocabulary, as they simultaneously explore the history and
culture of various French-speaking parts of the world. While speaking is heavily emphasized,
students also regularly practice their listening, reading, and writing skills in French. Students
practice grammatical/structural patterns and verb conjugations through storytelling, activities,
games, music and other media. Cross curricular projects are also regularly built into the class,
such as science experiments, cooking workshops, plant propagation, and more.

French 8

Eighth-grade French is the third and final level of French language instruction offered in middle
school. Students are expected to finish the program with an A2-B1 level of fluency after having
completed all three courses. In class, the students learn about the use of the past preterite, the
near future, and continue to hone their skills of conjugating verbs to the present tense. As with
all of our French classes, a heavy emphasis is put on the cultural component of the French
language and the exploration of different French speaking peoples around the world. Cross
curricular projects are also regularly built into the class, such as science experiments, cooking
workshops, plant propagation, and more.
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ARTS PROGRAM

6th Grade Arts

This exciting year-long course is tailored to all 6th-grade students, exposing them to the three
disciplines of Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts in a way that will allow them to establish a firm
foothold as they enter the Middle School Arts program. Students refine their skills, discover their
potential while taking new risks, and realize the many possibilities of instrumental and vocal
music, theatre, and visual art at that next stage of development.

Arts Semester |: 6th Music, 6th Art & 6th Theatre
Arts Semester Il: 6th Music, 6th Art & 6th Theatre

6th Grade Music

Music is an experiential-driven art form that allows our students a hands-on opportunity to
create something bigger than anything they could possibly do on their own. This moment in our
students' strong and well-rounded education opens the door to a greater understanding and
appreciation of music. It’s a journey that continues through Middle School, Upper School years,
and possibly beyond their time spent here at CSS.

All 6th-grade students participate in Band and Vocal Arts & Music Production, where they
develop musicianship through performance, creativity, and collaboration. Together, these
experiences build confidence, reinforce skills that transfer across both disciplines, and develop
their individual voice and creative identity. The study of music engages nearly every area of the
brain, supporting cognitive growth, memory, and expressive thinking.

In Band, students continue to develop instrumental technique, refine listening skills, and
strengthen ensemble awareness. Playing an instrument supports fine motor development,
self-discipline, and goal setting. While learning to manipulate sounds, students gain an
understanding of how to blend their instrument’s individual tone color with those of other
instruments. Performing a varied repertoire exposes students to articulations, dynamics, and
tempos that bring character, style, and expression to the music. Students learn to evaluate the
quality and effectiveness of performances and how to engage their audience.

In Vocal Arts & Music Production, students continue developing the voice as a primary
instrument for both musical expression and creative exploration. Expressive singing, vocal
technique, and pitch accuracy help refine the physical voice, while songwriting, digital
composition, artistic collaboration, and the sharing of student-created work provide
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opportunities for creative exploration. Throughout the course, students may take on a variety of
artistic roles, including vocalist, songwriter, accompanist, instrumental collaborator, and creative
producer, gaining a broader understanding of how music is created, performed, and shared.
Middle School Band and Vocal Arts & Music Production are not considered to be classes for
beginners; however, students who are new to CSS, to an instrument, or to thinking creatively
about music can successfully integrate into the Middle School music program. These students
receive support from their teachers, peers, and student mentors. All 6th-grade students
participate in both the Winter and Spring Concerts and in the Commencement Ceremony.

h Gr. Theatr

In the Theatre Arts foundation class, students continue developing their actor toolbox and
working as an ensemble, skills they established in Lower School. Additionally, students further
develop their theatrical terminology and vocabulary, dive deeper into characterization and
scene study, and explore theatre criticism and the relationship between theatre arts and life.
The class will culminate in a final in-class scene performance. This course prepares students for
the Theatre Production class, where they participate in a full-length production.

6th Grade Visual Art

In the 6th-grade Visual Arts Foundations class, students explore both two- and
three-dimensional projects. A wide variety of media is incorporated as students focus on the
elements and principles of art and design. The course emphasizes foundational skills such as
perspective drawing and the application of color theory principles. Additionally, practice and
experimentation with different three-dimensional materials provide opportunities for growth
and creative expression. The goal is to prepare students with a foundation of skills,
opportunities for experimentation and growth, as well as techniques necessary for the 7th and
8th-grade Visual Arts classes.

7th and 8th Grade Arts Offerings

7th & 8th Grade Theatre Production

In this class, students work towards a theatrical production on the mainstage in the Louisa
Performing Arts Center. The goal of this class is for students to explore and develop their
creative voice within the context of an ensemble, through a production process. Students dive
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into the relationship between the actor toolbox of the body, voice, face, and imagination as they
develop a compelling character within the play. They will be able to make strong acting choices,
listen and respond spontaneously, identify and apply theatrical vocabulary, and strengthen
leadership skills within a group. In addition, students explore one of the different facets of a
theatrical production, such as costume, set, lighting, sound design, props, and poster design.

7th & 8th Grade Video Production (Semester Il)

The goal of this class is for students to explore and develop the craft of video production.
Seventh and 8th graders will focus on how to use basic video equipment (gimbals, mics),
storyboarding, shot composition, acting for the camera, screenplay writing, and editing/post
production. Students will rotate responsibilities within short projects to find an area of comfort
and expertise. Students will be responsible for the entire production process from
conceptualizing to presenting their final product. The course will culminate in a presentation of
a short film, with a poster, using a given prompt.

7th & 8th Grade Band

Band is a year-long course of study that places emphasis on developing the student’s
knowledge, skill, and artistic sensitivity when performing instrumental music. The focus of study
is on a wide range of music literature and styles, including but not limited to jazz, latin and other
multicultural music, classical, pop/rock, movie, and traditional band music. Students will also
gain greater control of technique, articulations, rhythms, dynamics, time signatures, intonation,
balance and blend, expression, develop leadership skills, and learn the importance of teamwork.
Students will participate in both the Winter and Spring Concerts, Commencement, and the
possibility of additional public performances.

e Pep Band: Everyone knows that a school is nothing without spirit. The energy and
excitement generated by an enthusiastic student body can turn a school into something
extraordinary. The school becomes a place that you are proud to belong to, an Alma
Mater, and a place that you want other schools to respect. The Pep Band is a group that
helps to create this electrifying atmosphere and drives both our school and its teams to
victory. All 72 & 8% Grade Band students and Upper School Band students are welcome
to be a part of this group. We perform at pep rallies, volleyball games in the fall, and
basketball games in the winter.

e Small Ensembles: Additional small ensembles (quartets, duets, etc.) can be formed
based on student interest.
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7th & 8th Grade Vocal Arts & Music Production

Vocal Arts & Music Production (VAMP) is a year-long course designed to provide students with a
comprehensive and collaborative music experience through singing, songwriting, creative
music-making, and performance. Students continue developing the voice as a primary
instrument for both musical expression and creative exploration through vocal technique, pitch
accuracy, ensemble collaboration, and the sharing of student-created work. Students explore
songwriting, accompaniment, digital composition, and collaborative performance while
strengthening musicianship, music literacy, creativity, and confidence as performers and
creators. Throughout the course, students may take on a variety of artistic roles, including
vocalist, songwriter, accompanist, instrumental collaborator, and creative producer, gaining a
broader understanding of how music is created, performed, and shared. Students participate in
performances throughout the year, including the Winter and Spring Concerts, with the
possibility of additional public performances.

7th & 8th Grade Visual Arts

In the 7th and 8th grade Visual Arts class, students explore both two- and three-dimensional
projects. Students will have the opportunity to work with a variety of different media with a
focus on the elements and principles of art and design. Students will be challenged to learn new
techniques and also to broaden their artistry to the next level. Skills such as drawing, painting,
composition, color theory, and three-dimensional art are practiced. Projects will include media
used in 6th-grade Arts Foundations, such as clay, painting, and drawing; however, the units will
have a different focus, which emphasizes the refinement of skills and understanding of the
process. Art units are designed to creatively engage students and provide a broad overview,
preparing students with skills and techniques necessary for High School Visual Arts classes.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING

Computer Science & Engineering courses are offered only for 7th & 8th Grade as elective
choices. 6th Grade Computer Science and Engineering courses are offered within the Passion
Class catalog and after school offerings.

VEX Robotics (Semester | & 11)

VEX Robotics offers students an engaging, hands-on introduction to the world of robotics and
STEM. Through the design, construction, and programming of remote-controlled robots,
students tackle challenges that require their creations to lift, throw, climb, and gather, expanding
the boundaries of experimental intelligence. Working collaboratively, students not only develop
technical skills in engineering and programming but also strengthen their problem-solving
abilities and teamwork. The course provides a dynamic platform for creativity and innovation,
inspiring students to apply scientific and mathematical concepts in real-world scenarios while
preparing them for future STEM opportunities.

Engineering and Design (Semester |

Engineering and Design is an immersive, project-based course where students apply the
engineering design process to solve real-world problems. Students work in teams to identify a
need, research and define the problem, generate and evaluate solutions, and ultimately design,
build, and test prototypes. Emphasizing project management, communication, and professional
skills, the course guides students through documenting their process, collaborating with experts,
and presenting their solutions to stakeholders. By engaging in open-ended challenges, students
gain experience in teamwork, creative problem-solving, and critical thinking-skills essential for
success in technical careers and higher education.

How Al Works (Semester Il

How Al Works is an introductory course that demystifies the core principles and processes
behind artificial intelligence. Students explore how Al systems collect and process data,
recognize patterns, and make decisions through machine learning and neural networks. The
course covers the Al development lifecycle, including defining problems, organizing data,
selecting algorithms, and refining models based on feedback and outcomes. With hands-on
projects and real-world examples, students gain foundational knowledge in data handling,
algorithmic thinking, and ethical considerations, preparing them to understand and leverage Al
technologies in various fields.
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PASSION CLASSES EXAMPLE OFFERINGS

6th Grade 7th & 8th Grades

Ranch School

Outdoor Skills - Level 1 (Semester 1)
Outdoor Skills- Level 2 (Semester 2)
Mountain Biking (Semester 1)
Author’s Studio (Semester 2)

French Cuisine

ESports

Global Sports

Ranch School

Mountain Biking (Semester 1)
Author’s Studio (Semester 2)
French Cuisine

ESports

Author’s Studio (6th, 7th, 8th)

This is a passion class designed to help students further develop their creative writing skills by
taking purposeful risks with ideas, voice, and style while creating an original book project. They
will analyze different types of writing and explore various authors’ voices to deepen their
understanding of narrative techniques. Throughout the writing process, students will plan,
draft, revise, and refine their work, gaining hands-on experience in storytelling, book
development, and the fundamentals of book publishing. By the end of the course, students will
build confidence as writers and authors, using creativity, feedback, and perseverance to bring
their ideas from concept to a completed book. The course will culminate in a celebratory
publishing event.

Mountain Biking (6th, 7th, 8th)

Mountain biking as a passion class is an engaging course that is designed to immerse students in
basic to complex aspects about bike safety, bike maintenance, riding techniques, and proper
trail etiquette. Students will engage in class discussions, project presentations, scenario
analysis, and more to ensure safe bike-riding. Through a dynamic mix of class discussions,
hands-on demonstrations, project presentations, and real-world scenario analysis, students will
gain the knowledge and confidence needed for safe, responsible, and enjoyable bike riding.
Participants will leave the course with the skills to ride smart, maintain their equipment, and
respect the riding community and environment. To support these goals, students will have
multiple opportunities throughout the semester to ride their bikes and make real-world
connections by applying what they’ve learned in practical outdoor settings.

Outdoor Skills Level 1 (7th, 8th)

Outdoor Skills Level 1 introduces middle school students to the fundamentals of safe and
responsible outdoor exploration through hands-on, experiential learning. Students will develop
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essential outdoor skills, including basic navigation, shelter building, fire safety, Leave No Trace
principles, knot tying, backpacking considerations, and introductory rappelling and belaying
techniques. Through interactive activities, teamwork, and real-world application, students will
build confidence, problem-solving abilities, and a deeper appreciation for the outdoors.
Designed for students of all experience levels, this course fosters personal growth, outdoor
preparedness, and a spirit of adventure while emphasizing safety, responsibility, and
environmental stewardship.

Outdoor Skills Level 2 (7th, 8th)

Outdoor Skills Level 2 builds upon the foundational knowledge and techniques developed in
Level 1, providing students with more advanced and practical outdoor experience. Students will
learn to construct and evaluate canyoneering anchors, perform rescue lowers, and apply
knot-tying skills in real-world outdoor scenarios. The course also expands students’
understanding of camp craft through advanced shelter-building techniques and outdoor cooking
practices. Navigation instruction progresses to more advanced use of map and compass skills,
while additional training in wilderness medicine includes the assessment and treatment of
injuries through splinting and taping techniques. Through hands-on instruction and application,
students will gain greater confidence, competence, and preparedness for future
school-sponsored and personal outdoor expeditions.

Global Sports (6th)

Dive into the exciting world of international sports in this dynamic middle school course!
Students will learn and play a variety of sports from different cultures, such as cricket, rugby,
gaelic football, team handball, bike polo, kabaddi, and sepak takraw, as well as others. The class
emphasizes teamwork, skill development, and understanding the cultural significance of each
sport. Through active participation and friendly competition, students will broaden their global
perspective while building physical fitness and collaboration skills. This course is perfect for
students eager to explore new activities and celebrate the diversity of sports around the world!

Ranch School (6th, 7th, 8th)

Explore science in action with the CSS Ranch School, a STEM-focused middle school passion
class where the outdoors becomes your laboratory. Students will investigate animal science,
ecosystems, and sustainable agriculture through hands-on experiences such as livestock care,
garden and crop production, and introductory veterinary practices. Learners will collect and
analyze data on animal growth, nutrition, and environmental conditions while developing skills
in observation, record keeping, and scientific reasoning.

This course integrates key concepts from biology, environmental science, and mathematics as
students engage in real-world problem-solving. From studying soil composition and managing
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compost systems to exploring pollination through beekeeping and applying measurement and
data analysis in agricultural projects, students will see how STEM disciplines connect in
meaningful ways.

Designed for curious and motivated learners, Ranch School builds critical thinking, responsibility,
and collaboration through active, outdoor learning. Students will gain a deeper understanding of
food systems, ecological balance, and applied science—while developing practical skills that
extend far beyond the classroom.

French Cuisine (6th, 7th, 8th)

French Cuisine invites students to explore the rich and far-reaching world of French culinary
tradition — far beyond the borders of France itself. Through hands-on cooking experiences and
cultural study, students will develop foundational culinary skills and techniques while tracing the
global footprint of French cuisine from the vibrant, spice-rich kitchens of Senegal to the bold,
soulful flavors of New Orleans, Louisiana. Along the way, students will discover how French
culinary tradition has been adopted, adapted, and beautifully transformed by cultures around
the world — creating some of the most exciting and distinctive food traditions on the planet.
This class is designed for the globally minded food enthusiast ready to learn, taste, and explore.

ESports (6th, 7th, 8th)

eSports invites students into the fast-growing and dynamic world of competitive gaming —
where strategy, teamwork, and quick thinking matter as much as the controller in your hands.
Students will develop a foundational understanding of game strategy, competitive play, and the
structure of professional eSports organizations while also getting the opportunity to compete as
a team against other players and programs. Beyond the screen, this class explores what it takes
to perform under pressure, communicate effectively with teammates, and think critically in real
time. Whether you are a seasoned gamer or simply curious about one of the fastest growing
industries in the world, eSports is your invitation to play with purpose.
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ADVISORY AND ACCESS

Advisory is a cornerstone of the Middle School experience at The Colorado Springs School. Each
advisory is a small, intentionally curated group of students led by Middle School faculty
members who serves as a dedicated mentor and advocate throughout a student’s Middle School
journey. Rooted in best practices for independent school advisory models, this program reflects
our commitment to knowing every student deeply - academically, socially, and personally.

Advisory meets twice weekly on Mondays and Fridays, creating consistent touchpoints that
bookend each week with intention. Sessions draw from a blend of structured programming and
organic community-building, and include direct instruction in social-emotional learning,
wellness, goal setting, academic mentorship, and grade-level specific focus areas.

Tuesday through Thursday, advisory time transforms into academic ACCESS, a dynamic,
student-driven support period woven into the fabric of each school day. During ACCESS, students
take ownership of their learning by rostering themselves to academic teachers to ask questions,
address areas of need, or seek additional support on current coursework. Teachers may also
proactively roster students who would benefit from targeted check-ins or additional instruction.
Students who are not rostered during ACCESS time remain in their advisory space, where they
are expected to exercise their time management and executive functioning skills by working
independently on projects, assignments, or upcoming coursework. Together, Monday/Friday
Advisory and Tuesday through Thursday ACCESS create a full-week support ecosystem - one that
balances relationships, structure, and student agency in equal measure.

What makes Middle School Advisory so distinct is that each grade level carries its own
intentional theme, meeting students exactly where they are in their development and preparing
them for what comes next.

6th Grade Advisory: Finding Your Footing

Sixth grade advisory is designed to meet students in one of the most significant transitions of
their young academic lives, moving from Launch Pad and Lower School into the Middle School
model. With new expectations, new structures, and new independence, students need both
skills and community to succeed. Advisory provides a safe, consistent space to build
organizational habits, develop self-advocacy skills, and establish trusted relationships with peers
and a faculty mentor who will help them navigate this exciting new chapter with confidence.

7th Grade Advisory: Becoming Your Best Self

Seventh grade advisory turns the focus inward. With the transition behind them, students are
invited to explore what it means to show up fully - academically, socially, and personally.
Advisory at this level emphasizes self-awareness, resilience, healthy relationships, and the habits
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that help students thrive. Through direct instruction, honest conversation, and
community-building, 7th graders are challenged and supported in becoming the best version of
themselves.

8th Grade Advisory: Preparing for What’s Next

Eighth grade advisory is a purposeful bridge between Middle School and the Upper School
experience and beyond. Students engage in meaningful preparation for the Upper School
transition, including academic readiness, social-emotional maturity, and the development of a
young adult identity. A central thread of 8th grade advisory is Walkabout preparation, guiding
students through the reflection, goal setting, and courage required to take on one of CSS’s most
defining experiences. Advisory at this level asks students to look back at how far they’ve come
and forward to who they are becoming.

Across all three grade levels, Middle School Advisory ensures that no student moves through
these formative years without a trusted adult in their corner - someone who knows the whole
child and can help navigate the academic and social complexities of adolescence. The full-week
Advisory and ACCESS model sets The Colorado Springs School apart. It is not a homeroom. It is
not a study hall. It is a relationship and a system, built over time, grounded in trust, and
designed to help every student feel seen, supported, and prepared for what comes next.

J-Term: A Wellness Conference & Retreat

Each January, as students return for Semester Il, the advisory program transforms into J-Term —
an immersive, full-day student wellness conference designed to go deep on the themes of
Semester | while equipping students with practical tools for health, balance, and self-awareness
they can carry into middle school and beyond.

J-Term is built on the belief that student wellness is not a sidebar to academic life — it is the
foundation of it.

The conference unfolds in two complementary parts:

1. Whole-Group Wellness Sessions — All students participate in curated, practitioner-led
experiences introducing skills and techniques they are encouraged to return to long after
the conference ends. Past sessions have included:

a. Yoga and movement

b. Sound bath meditation

c. Positive self-talk and mindset work
d. Sleep hygiene and recovery

2. Student-Chosen Conference Journey — Modeled after a professional adult learning
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conference, students build their own personalized schedule by selecting from a menu of
speakers and presenters spanning fields such as pediatric medicine, mental health,
athletics, nutrition, and fitness. Students move through the day with real choice and real
ownership — engaged not as passive recipients, but as active participants in their own
wellbeing.

J-Term is one of the most intentional days in the Middle School calendar, and one of the clearest
expressions of what Advisory at CSS stands for: that knowing students deeply means attending
to the whole child.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION IN THE FIELD

At The Colorado Springs School, we believe that some of the most powerful learning happens
outside the walls of a classroom. Middle School Experiential Education is a three-year journey
designed to place students in authentic, immersive experiences that challenge them to grow
academically, personally, and interpersonally. Through three distinct Seminar experiences across
their middle school career, students are invited to discover their passions, develop real-world
skills, and find their place in the world around them.

Seminar | | Building Community in the Outdoors

Seminar | is a tone-setting experience that welcomes all middle school students into the CSS
community through shared adventure and outdoor challenge. Rotating annually between
mountain, land, and water-based locations, no student will visit the same location twice during
their middle school career, ensuring each Seminar | experience feels fresh, meaningful, and
distinct. Students are assessed through CSS's Head, Hand, and Heart benchmarks, alongside
foundational outdoor education and camping skills. More than a trip, Seminar | is the beginning
of a shared story, one that bonds students and faculty alike and sets the tone for the years of
experiential learning ahead.

Seminars Il & lll | Student-Driven Experiential Learning

Seminars Il and Il take place annually during the second semester of the school year. Regularly
scheduled academic classes take a brief hiatus during seminar dates as students instead dive
deeply into a chosen topic of study, drawing from primary research and real-world experience in
pursuit of enduring understanding.

Students are presented with six unique seminar options for both Seminar Il and Seminar lll,
spanning five experiential categories:

Arts

Outdoor Education
Life Skills

Social & Current Issues
STEM

To ensure breadth of experience, students may take a maximum of two seminars within any
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single category across their three years in Middle School. Because each student will complete a
total of five Seminar II/Ill experiences, every student will be exposed to between three and five
distinct topic areas encouraging exploration, curiosity, and the cultivation of a unique life
purpose. Students are not eligible to repeat a seminar they have previously completed.

The selection and placement process for Seminar Il occurs prior to Winter Break, allowing
families adequate time to plan travel, gather gear, and prepare for the experience ahead.

8th Grade | Walkabout
A Cornerstone of the CSS Middle School Experience

For eighth graders, the second semester Seminar experience gives way to something altogether
its own - Walkabout. While 6th and 7th grade students participate in Seminar lll, 8th graders
embark on one of the most defining experiences of their time at CSS: a coming-of-age journey
rooted in nature, reflection, and personal transformation.

Walkabout was born from a deeply held belief that young people are over-scheduled,
under-challenged, and rarely given the space to simply be in the world. Originating with CSS
founders who were themselves adventurers and river guides, Walkabout was formalized as an
8th grade experience in 1995 and has continued to evolve ever since. The program takes
students into the stunning landscapes of the American Southwest, through desert terrain,
canyon country, and the Colorado River, where they live, cook, hike, and travel together with
faculty and expert river guides at their side.

At the heart of Walkabout is not a checklist of conquests, but a change of perspective. Students
are invited to slow down, move through an extraordinary landscape, and pay attention to the
world around them and to themselves. Guided by the story of The Jumping Mouse, a tale of
transformation into a great being, leaders draw parallels between it and a student’s journey
from childhood to adulthood.

There are six pathways to adulthood that are explored:

1. Lessons

2. Growth

3. Challenge

4. Relationships
5. Discovery

6. Gifts & Giving

Each evening, students gather to share journal entries, reflect on the day, and sit with the quiet
power of what they are experiencing. There are no rigid rules about how students journal.
Writing, drawing, or simply recording what was seen or felt are all welcomed forms of
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expression.

Walkabout is not a trip, it’s a transformative experience. It is the moment CSS asks its 8th
graders to begin making choices like the young adults they are becoming - to work as a team, to
move through challenges with grace, and to return to campus changed in ways that are difficult
to articulate but impossible to ignore. The lessons of Walkabout are intentionally carried forward
into Upper School, with advisory programming and mentorship opportunities designed to honor
and extend the growth students experience on the trail.

Across all three years, Middle School Experiential Education at The Colorado Springs School is a
program unlike anything found in a traditional school setting. It is built on the belief that who
our students become matters as much as what they know.
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