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President Report
Moushumi Sanghavi, M.D.

As | conclude my second year as PAMKA President, | am incredibly grateful for the opportunity to serve
this community. Over the past two years, | have seen firsthand what makes MKA so special — a
community that is deeply engaged, supportive, and continually willing to evolve in ways that strengthen
the student and family experience.

This year, PAMKA placed a particular emphasis on fostering connection across our parent community.
From campus programming and parenting workshops to Cougar Pride Day and the reimagined PAMKA
Social, our goal was to create opportunities for families to engage with one another in meaningful and
welcoming ways. It was especially rewarding to see more than 300 parents gather at this year’'s PAMKA
Social, a new event centered simply on celebration and community.

At the same time, our community continued to generously support the school through participation in
the Cougar Auction and 50/50 raffle, allowing PAMKA to continue funding important faculty initiatives,
including Faculty Trust Grants, in the coming year.

During my time as PAMKA President, | have been especially grateful for the collaborative relationship
between PAMKA and the school. Whether by launching new initiatives, adapting longstanding
traditions, or responding to community feedback, there is a shared commitment to creating the best
possible experience for our students, faculty, and families.

None of this work would be possible without the dedication of our volunteers, committee members,
and Board leadership. | continue to be humbled by the time, talent, and energy that parents so
generously contribute to this community.

The 2025-2026 PAMKA Executive Board consisted of dedicated members who met monthly and
oversaw the many programs, events, and initiatives that support our parent community throughout the
year. | am incredibly grateful for the opportunity to work alongside such thoughtful and committed
volunteers.



Rupa Coutinho, Finance Vice President (serving first of two years): Rupa thoughtfully managed PAMKA’s
finances and budgeting throughout the year, supporting initiatives including the School Supply Sale, the
Scholastic Book Fair, and PAMKA Social. Her financial insight and steady presence made her a valuable
contributor to Board discussions and planning throughout the year.

Liza Helwig, Secretary (served one year): Liza kept the Board organized and running smoothly through
thoughtful coordination of meetings, reports, and annual communications throughout the year. Her
attention to detail and consistency helped support the effective functioning of the Board and its many
initiatives.

Elizabeth Hejna, Upper School Campus Vice President (served two years): Elizabeth was a steady and
thoughtful liaison for Upper School families while partnering closely with administrators on events and
programming including Homecoming, Pre-Prom, and Senior Lawn Sign Sale. Her collaborative approach
and strong connection to the Upper School community made her an invaluable member of the Board.

Valerie Puryear, Middle School Campus Vice President (served two years): Valerie brought warmth,
insight, and strong collaboration to her work supporting Middle School families and events, including
the Faculty vs. Student Basketball Game and 8th Grade Lawn Sign Sale. Her thoughtful partnership with
both parents and administrators helped strengthen the Middle School community throughout her time
on the Board.

Sara Elwell, Primary School Campus Vice President (serving first of two years): Sara fostered strong
connections within the Primary School community while helping lead beloved campus traditions
including holiday celebrations, Grandparents’ Day, and the Art Show. Her enthusiasm and thoughtful
partnership with faculty and parents helped create a warm and welcoming environment for Brookside
families.

Priya Sehgal Raval, Special Events Vice President (joined midyear and will serve a second year): Priya
stepped seamlessly into the role midyear and brought creativity, energy, and thoughtful leadership to
PAMKA events and gatherings, including Faculty & Staff Appreciation Day and our upcoming Annual
Meeting. We are also deeply grateful to Amma Osei for her contributions earlier this year and wish her
family all the best on the arrival of their new baby.

Teanna Tycher, Community Engagement Vice President (served two years): Teanna led community
engagement efforts across all three campuses and helped foster meaningful connections among families
through community drives, parent programming, and parenting workshops throughout the year. Her
thoughtful leadership helped strengthen the sense of connection and support within the MKA
community.

Florence Arcilla, Communications Vice President (served two years): Florence thoughtfully managed
PAMKA’s communications, including contributions to WeAreMKA and the MKA Watercooler, helping
keep families informed and connected through clear, engaging, and timely messaging. Her creativity and
attention to detail strengthened communication across the parent community throughout the year.



Meredith Levine, Volunteer Coordinator Vice President (serving first of two years): Meredith
maintained PAMKA's volunteer database and thoughtfully connected parents with volunteer
opportunities across campuses throughout the year. She also organized the Fall Parent Socials, helping
create meaningful opportunities for families to connect early in the school year.

Thank you to the entire PAMKA Board for your leadership, partnership, and dedication to our
community.

While the commitment and talent of our parent community is extraordinary, PAMKA's work would not
be possible without the partnership and support of so many members of the MKA faculty and staff.

A sincere thank you to Cris Junquera for helping coordinate the countless scheduling details and room
reservations that keep PAMKA programming and events running smoothly throughout the year. Many
thanks as well to Jimmy Castelli, Jen Gibaldi, Steve Cristello, and the entire Maintenance and Security
Teams for their flexibility, hard work, and support of our events across all three campuses.

| am also deeply grateful to Elizabeth Stotler, Richonda Fegins, Gretchen Berra, and Kim Saunders in
Communications for their creativity, responsiveness, and partnership throughout the year. Their support
helped bring PAMKA’s programming, events, and messaging to life for our community.

Thank you as well to Eileen Richardson in the Business Office for her partnership and collaboration on
PAMKA's financial processes and event coordination throughout the year.

| would also like to thank Nigel Furlonge for his unwavering support, partnership, and openness to new
ideas throughout my time as PAMKA President. | deeply appreciated his collaborative approach and
willingness to thoughtfully support both longstanding traditions and new initiatives aimed at
strengthening our parent community and enhancing the family experience at MKA. | am equally grateful
to Board of Trustees President Naveen Ballem and the Board of Trustees for their continued support of
PAMKA and our efforts to strengthen the MKA community.

A very special thank you to Kelly Flippin for her unwavering support and guidance throughout this year.
Kelly generously served as a sounding board for everything from small day-to-day questions to larger
strategic conversations, always offering thoughtful perspective, encouragement, and practical advice.
Her willingness to step in and provide support in so many areas was truly invaluable and deeply
appreciated.

Finally, thank you to former PAMKA Presidents Alison Slone and Janice Jacobson for their advice,
encouragement, and willingness to share their experience over the past two years.

Thank you to everyone who gave me the opportunity to serve as PAMKA President over the past two
years. It has been an incredibly rewarding experience, and | am deeply grateful for the friendships,
memories, and sense of community that came with it. | leave this role with tremendous appreciation for
all that this community accomplishes together.



Best Regards,
Moushumi Sanghavi, M.D.
PAMKA President

Finance Report
Rupa Coutinho

This was the first year of my two-year term as PAMKA’s Finance Vice President, and it was wonderful to
witness and experience the dedication and camaraderie of the PAMKA volunteers as they came together
to organize and host events and fundraisers for our entire community.

None of these efforts could have been possible without their help. To that end, | would like to first and
foremost thank all of the volunteers who committed countless hours to ensure that our events were
carried out successfully. Thank you also to Qianting Yao, PAMKA Treasurer, who kept track of every
dollar and made staying on top of our budget simple. An extra special thanks goes to Moushumi
Sanghavi, PAMKA President and to Priya Ballem, former Finance VP, for their expertise and guidance in
getting me up to speed on this role and allowing me to successfully take it on this year. Both ladies
made themselves available to answer questions at any time. Their knowledge along with their
thoughtfulness and dedication to their roles made them a pleasure to work.

One of the chief responsibilities of the Finance VP is to oversee PAMKA's fundraising and community

building initiatives. This year’s activities included a school supplies sale at the Middle School, the tri-
campus Book Fair, a graduation sign fundraiser at the Upper & Middle Schools, the PAMKA Social, the
50/50 Raffle and The Cougar Auction.

We were able to successfully gather and build community through organizing and hosting events such as
the tri-Campus Book Fair and the PAMKA Social. Additionally, with funds raised from our programs,
PAMKA was able to distribute several Faculty Trust Grants for teachers to pursue professional
development opportunities that they will be able to bring back to their classrooms and the MKA
community.

Given the change in fundraising efforts by PAMKA this year, we have had to be more intentional with
our funds and the planning around how they are to be used both for this year and in the future. To that
end, we have determined that non program funds raised will continue to be allocated and used towards
community focused engagement activities such as parenting workshops, parent socials, and in class
holiday parties. Funds we raise from program events such as the PAMKA Social, Cougar Consignment,
and Cougar Auction will be made available for use towards the gifting by PAMKA of Faculty Trust Grants,
Faculty Wish Lists, and other gifts to the school. Moreover, given the majority of our fundraising efforts
occur on the tail end of the school year, we will shift towards a rolling method whereby we will
determine our allowable budget for gifts to MKA based on prior years fundraising results.

Our fundraising efforts from both program and non program activities for both this year along with what
we have budgeted for next year will be described in further detail below.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES:
Once again, our Middle School families were able to conveniently order their school supplies online
through our supplier, Educational Products, Inc. (EPI). In the 2025-2026 school year, we had a




commission of $4,250 (a 14% increase from the prior year) and filled a total of 143 orders (an increase of
14 packs from the prior year). We plan to start the sale later this month as well as continue the
extended sales period through the summer for this coming year.

BOOK FAIR:

This PAMKA event was a tremendous success this year with students from the three campuses coming
to enjoy our 2025 Scholastic “Be the Author of Your Own Story” Book Fair, expertly led by Tri-Campus
co-chairs Katie Cocco and Angie Tekriwal. The fair kicked off with a Faculty & Staff Tea that allowed
teachers to preview the fair’s selections and make purchases. Next, Primary School students attended a
fun PJ Night and Primary School co-chairs Danielle Alvarez Wolf, Kristin von Renourd, and Yanette Bagce
planned engaging presentations with authors Tracey West and Aria Mia Loberti. Middle School chairs
Kandace Simpson, Lauren Mirman, and Priya Raval hosted authors Kat Fajardo and Erin Entrada Kelly
and held a successful evening of activities with Extended Shopping Hours. Additionally, we were able to
host 15 KIPP Students at the middle school book fair where they were treated to an author visit, signed
copies of books and lunch. For this year, revenue from the Bookfair was able to successfully cover all
costs associated with holding all of the additional events to celebrate the book fair and bring the
community together. Special thank you to Patty Gamcsik with the assistance of Cat Weiss, Yang Lou, and
Sara Elwell who expertly tracked and consolidated the finances across all three campuses as the PAMKA
Book Fair Treasurers. Many thanks also to everyone who volunteered their time to this very special
event! The PAMKA Book Fair, which PAMKA envisions as a community-building event, was incredibly
successful, bringing the joy of reading to students throughout the school.

PAMKA SOCIAL:

This year, PAMKA launched the PAMKA Social to replace the previously held Spring Gala. The intention
of this gathering was to bring together the parent community from all three campuses and provide a
lively night of socializing and celebration, without any fundraising appeals or lengthy speeches. The
PAMKA Social Committee was chaired by creative and dedicated leaders Kirsten Brown and Diana
Nagrecha and supported by many helpful volunteers including Jade Harris, PAMKA Social Treasurer. The
team worked nonstop from October through April to meticulously plan and carry out an event that was
not only financially successful but also brought a large part of our community together for an evening of
togetherness and fun! The Social took place at 4Sixty6 on April 17th with a festive Studio MKA 70s
theme and over 300 guests in attendance. It was a wonderful evening with an abundance of food, drink,
good music, dancing, and the announcement of this year’s 50/50 raffle winner. While the intention of
the Social is no longer to fundraise, the combination of venue selection and creative planning by the
Social chairs has allowed us to stay successfully under budget and end the event with a net income of
$11,500.

50/50 RAFFLE:
PAMKA held its annual 50/50 raffle which culminated at The PAMKA Social with the announcement of a

winner by Head of School, Nigel Furlong. The 50/50, which had an ending total pot of $33,950,
successfully raised funds PAMKA uses to support Faculty Trust Grants and Faculty Wish Lists. This
achievement is a testament not only to the efforts of volunteers who helped with ticket sales both
online and at various MKA and PAMKA events this year, but also to the tremendous generosity our
community has for MKA.



COUGAR AUCTION:

This year, we introduced a revamped cougar auction culminating on Cougar Pride Day. The auction
focused on offering beloved Cougar Spirit items and experiences such as Head of School for a day or VIP
carline parking. The auction successfully raised $15,691.

GRADUATION SIGNS:

Parents and families of graduating seniors and graduating 8th graders had the opportunity to order a
lawn sign commemorating these milestones. The program is in its fourth year for Seniors and second
year for 8th graders. The Senior sale, led by PAMKA Upper School Campus VP Elisabeth Hejna, and the
8th grade sale, led by PAMKA Middle School Campus VP Valerie Puryear, were very effectively led with
a total of 116 signs sold, sales totaling $6,150, and net income of $3,050.

FINANCIAL RESULTS & GIFTS TO MKA:
PAMKA's financial results for this school year for both program and non program activities are as
follows:

Total Revenue: $226,932

Expenses: $147,185
Net Income $79,747

We have had a very strong year of generosity from our community. The creativity in managing costs and
financial donations towards many of our events have allowed us to stay within budget and keep our
expenses manageable this year. Expenses for PAMKA events continue to be impacted by inflation, with
costs rising most notably in the categories of refreshments and vendor services.

This year, PAMKA awarded 4 Faculty Trust Grants to teachers across all 3 campuses. Faculty trust grants
support and encourage the scholastic, intellectual, and professional enrichment of faculty and staff. The
PAMKA Faculty Trust Program specifically recognizes the importance of intellectual pursuit and personal
renewal outside a traditional academic setting. This year’s recipients are:

® Crystal Glynn, Primary School Science Teacher, who will be studying wildlife and conservation in
Kenya.

® Niko Tricarico, Middle School English Teacher, who will be visiting Greece on a trip inspired by
The Odyssey.

e Laura Treadaway, Upper School Math Teacher, who will be conducting educational research on
the historical development of calculus in London and Paris.

® Laurie Smith, Upper School Science Teacher, who will be exploring STEM+ concepts and
connections in the United Kingdom.

PAMKA's total gifts to MKA towards Faculty Trust Grants for the 2025-2026 School Year will be $25,746.

2026-2027 BUDGET:
The proposed budget for 2026-2027 is summarized as follows:

Total Revenue: $226,100

Expenses: $166,025
Net Income $60,075



While our goal is always to surpass our budgeted income and efficiently manage our expenses, we feel it
is important to alleviate undue pressure on our committee chairs and the volunteers. With prices
continuing to increase this year in refreshments and from many of our vendors, we are increasing our
budgeted administrative costs across both program and non program expenses to adjust for this trend.
Moreover, we are anticipating reduced profit margins, if any, for select program events that we use for
fundraising such as school supply sales to account for this change in expense. For events such as the
Book Fair, financial results are highly sensitive to book prices we are given by vendors in any given year.
Our goal continues to be to view this event as a community building event whereby we will seek to
cover costs of the event only.

As always, the PAMKA Board members will continue to closely track and manage expenses over next
year and be diligent in ensuring that funds are spent wisely while carrying out our various programs.

Again, thank you to all who have made this a very successful year for PAMKA and MKA!

Respectfully submitted,

Rupa Coutinho

PAMKA Finance Vice President
May 2026

Communications Report
Florence Arcilla

This year marks the last year of my two-year term as PAMKA’s Communications Vice President, and it
has been both a rewarding and enriching experience. One of my primary responsibilities was drafting
and overseeing the publishing of the PAMKA section in the WeAreMKA newsletter. This weekly
communication reaches the entire MKA community and highlights upcoming PAMKA events, providing a
comprehensive all-campus calendar.

In addition to the newsletter, | moderated the MKA Watercooler on Facebook, a platform where over
600 parents connect. We've used this space to post timely reminders about campus events and
volunteer opportunities, as well as to foster dialogue by sharing ideas and answering questions from the
parent community.

| also contributed to communications for several key events, including the PAMKA Book Fair, the Spring
Social, Cougar Pride Day, and both the President’s and Vice President’s letters. The President’s Letters,
in particular, offered deeper insight into our upcoming events and recapped the success of those past.

| would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to Moush Sanghavi, PAMKA President, for her thoughtful
feedback during our weekly calls and texts to review PAMKA communications. I’'m also deeply grateful
to the entire PAMKA Board, MKA faculty and staff—especially Richonda Fegins and Elizabeth Stotler—
for their support and collaboration throughout the year.

Sincerely,
Florence Arcilla
PAMKA Communications Vice President



Community Engagement Report
Teanna Tycher

The 2025- 2026 Community Engagement Program successfully directed several service projects
coordinated by Campus Chairs: Ashley Hirsh (Primary School), Natalie Trento (Middle School) and Erica
Ajayi (Upper School). Pooja Bakri and Stacey Gold served as Parenting Workshop Chairs. Sara Nassauer
served as KIPP Liaison. Salamishah Tillet served as PAMKA Lecture Series Chair. Holly Fleischer served as
DIPC Liaison.

The following is a summary of the projects conducted:

PRIMARY SCHOOL:

Primary School Community Engagement Chair, Ashley Hirsh, coordinated the Tri-Campus Hat, Mitten,
Scarf and Toy Drive. Tri-Campus Hat and Mitten Drive. This year’s Tri-Campus Hat and Mitten drive
benefited Valley Settlement House (VSH), a social services organization for families in West Orange and
Toni’s Kitchen in Montclair. An Amazon Wish List was created so MKA parents, faculty and staff could
purchase items and have them delivered directly to VSH. We collectively donated nearly 500 toys and
over 700 sets of winter gear, totaling more than 1,000 individual pieces.

Primary school students made holiday cards that were delivered to both Toni’s Kitchen and Valley
Settlement House in conjunction with the drives.

MIDDLE SCHOOL:

Thanksgiving Drive
Natalie Trento, Middle School Community Engagement Chair, coordinated the Tri-Campus Thanksgiving

Food Drive and Student vs Faculty Basketball Game. Tri-Campus Patty Strain Thanksgiving Food Drive.
Each MKA Campus collected non-perishable foods to deliver to the Montclair Human Needs Food
Pantry.

To launch the drive, Mike from the Human Needs Pantry came to the middle school to speak at the
assembly which launched the student kick off through the Student Government.

We raised $6779.82 from the drive. Shop Rite of Clifton’s invoice totalled $6,321.25 so in addition to being
able to pay for the invoice in its entirety, we also raised an additional $458.57.

Student vs Faculty Basketball Game

This is a Student Government run event; PAMKA supported the bake sale and volunteer positions. Natlie
provided great insight for logistical management of day-of needs. Proceeds and food donations were
given to Montclair Animal Shelter, Salvation Army, and MESH.



UPPER SCHOOL:

Erica Ajayi ran the Winter Coat Drive supporting Montclair Emergency Services for Hope (MESH), a local,
non-profit organization dedicated to providing basic and essential services to Montclair's most vulnerable
homeless adults and families.

MESH Drive collection was a TriCampus Effort that collected:

Adult Coats

adult Sweaters /sweatshirts

adult Long Johns

adult Socks

Feminine hygiene products - body wipes
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This year almost everyone understood it was for adults only and as a result we only received one adult
coat from the primary school. Next year we could get away with collection bins at upper and middle school
only.

It was confirmed that the Amazon wishlist was successful and many families used it. We collected
approximately 10-15 bags of coats in the donation bins, and the Amazon wish list sent at least 67 items
including jackets, sweaters , socks etc. However, this year had a significant challenge in that the pipes at
MESH’s locations burst and they were unable to accept the donations. Erica recommended that it is best
we reach out early next year to make sure they have a permanent space and can actually take the coats.

PAMKA PARENTING WORKSHOPS:

Pooja Bakri and Stacey Gold ran the parenting workshops. Nancy Wheeler ran a financial literacy panel
on March 11th. Nurturing Financial Fluency was a discussion where parents learned simple ways to talk
about money, spot everyday teachable moments, and model the financial habits they value.

This year, we brought back the 3rd to 4th Grade transition panel and the 8th to 9th grade transition
panel. Both were well attended and had meaningful discussion. We recommend continuing with these
events in the future, as there is definitely a need for them. The 3rd to 4th Grade panel had about 15
parents attend. The 8th to 9th Grade panel had 45 responses for attendance.

We have decided that next year, there will be no formal Parenting Workshop chair due to waning
interest in filling the role and lower attendance at the Parenting workshops events. That said, there is
still a strong feeling that there should be some connection between parent voices and the school
community. Particularly, it was discussed to have a college transition panel in the future. Stacey Gold
has offered to help run it. However, we felt it would be best if the panel was held in early spring (late
March, early April) so as not to compete with the variety of events that occur in late April and May.



KIPP:

Sara Nassauer was the KIPP Liaison. MKA and Kipp reestablished our partnership after hiatus due to covid.
We tutored elementary aged kids at KIPP Newark Spark Elementary school.

We had 11 tutors with tutoring running from November-the end of April.

DIPC:

Holly provided great insight as the DIPC Liason. She sent thorough notes from their meetings keeping us
apprised of the mission and workings of the Office of Community Belonging. Additionally, DIPC had a table
at Cougar Pride Day, where DIPC members invited tudents, families, faculty, and alumni to write a short
response to the prompt “I love MKA because...” on a whiteboard, and then pose for a quick photo holding
their message. Photos will be collected throughout the event and later compiled into a digital collage or
short reel to be shared by the Office of Community & Belonging in partnership with MKA Communications.

A huge thank you to Erica Ajayi, Natlie Trento, Ashley Hirsh, Pooja Bakri, Stacey Gold, Holly Fleischer and
Salamishah Tillet for their dedication in managing these community initiatives. Your dedication to these
efforts have created meaningful enrichment opportunities for parents and students, while also making a
true impact on our surrounding community through our drives and outreach initiatives.

Lastly, an enormous thank you to Moush for your outstanding leadership and unwavering support, which
have been instrumental in the success of all of our efforts this year.

Respectfully Submitted,
Teanna Tycher

Volunteer Coordinator Report
Meredith Levine

This was my first year of a two-year term. It is a pleasure to work with the PAMKA Board and the
dedicated parent volunteers.

Parent Socials
Each fall kicks off with the PAMKA Parent Socials. Parent volunteers are asked to host or co-host an

adult-only event for the parents in their child’s grade. Enthusiasm in attendance for parent socials
remains high. The following generous families opened their homes to host these essential gatherings.

Parent Social Hosts 2025-2026

Jessica Meade and Dean Cerio (Thursday, October 16th) PK

Sonia and Sumeet Datwani (Friday, October 3rd)

Meredith Levine and Andrew Heller (Saturday, September 13th)

Besa and David Owen (Saturday, September 6th)

Holly and Ruben Fleischer (Friday, October 10th)
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Ashley and Craig Hirsh (Friday, September 19th)




Jamie and Matt Reichstein (Saturday, September 20th)

Adenah and Michael Monxhwedey (Friday, October 17th)

Patricia and Steven Gamcsik (Saturday, September 13th)

April and Brett Straten and Margaret and Richard Wager (Friday, October 3rd)
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Ruchi Misra and Nick Hailey and Courtney and Christopher Meeker (Saturday, September
6th)

Sherrie and Lorne Potash (Saturday September 13th) 10

Justyna and Jan Kwapniewski (Friday, September 19th) 11

Alessandra DeBlasio and Allan Haynes, Sr. (Friday, May 1st) 12

| would like to thank our hosts for their role in building and strengthening our parent community.

Parent Volunteer and Sign-Up Genius Forms
Both the “Parent Volunteer Opportunity” form (https://www.mka.org/pamka-volunteer) and various
Sign-Up Genius forms continue to be the best way for parents to sign up to participate in school events.

The majority of our volunteers complete the volunteer form in the fall, but they are still able to sign up
throughout the year.

Nominating Committee

The PAMKA Nominating Committee was led by Meredith Gardner and Lauren Fass. Corinne Chakhtoura,
Cara Cesareo, Elise Hubert, Shane Mark and Twyla Takyi served on the committee. The committee was
responsible for filling all of the positions on the PAMKA slate. The PAMKA Volunteer Coordinator serves
on the Nominating Committee as a non-voting note taker.

We are very proud of the 2026 — 2027 PAMKA Slate presented to you recently and are incredibly
grateful to have such a wonderful and willing group of parent volunteers.

Voluntarily Yours,
Meredith Levine
Volunteer Coordinator Vice President

Special Events Report
Priya Sehgal Raval

The PAMKA special events team had a very busy and successful year hosting multiple events in 2025-
2026! We kicked off the beginning of the year with the September PAMKA Informational Tri-Campus
Coffee event. We catered breakfast from Marcel Bakery and Kitchen and supplied coffee, tea and
decorations for the well attended event.

In the fall, the special events team coordinated breakfast and snack items for teachers and staff via
volunteer sign-ups for the parent teacher conferences. We had great participation from parents and the
tables were overflowing with delicious food!



In January, we supplied coffee, tea, and delicious pastries and fruit for the PAMKA Slate Thank You and
Nominating Kickoff Event.

Our signature event was the February 25th MKA Faculty & Staff Appreciation Day. We catered lunch
from Rosario’s Butcher Shop & Italian Specialties and showcased a wide selection of desserts
contributed by parent volunteers. Parents also helped provide generous breakfasts and snacks in faculty
lounges across all three campuses. Due to a snowstorm, volunteers had to quickly pivot their plans,
moving the breakfast portion of the celebration to the following day. The adjustment turned out to be a
welcome surprise, with faculty especially appreciative of the extended recognition and support.

Again this year, we were able to raffle away $1,650 in gift cards to faculty and staff. At the Primary
School, PAMKA volunteers did a live gift card raffle when all the teachers and staff overlapped for lunch.
Gift card raffle winners at the Middle and Upper School were announced via email. Overall, we received
lots of positive feedback about the event.

In March, PAMKA Parenting Workshops hosted workshops on Financial Literacy. Coffee and light
breakfast were provided at the morning event and wine and cheese were provided at the evening event
at the middle school library. Both events were well attended.

May has been an active and rewarding month, with several events taking place over the past few weeks.
In early May, we supported the Parenting Workshop Committee’s Grade Transition Panels (3rd to 4th
and 8th to 9th) at the Middle School.

Thanks to the generosity of our parent community, we also coordinated breakfast and snacks for the tri-
campus Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences. On May 20th, we will host our Annual PAMKA Meeting.
For all May events, we were pleased to partner with our local bakery, Java Love, for coffee and
refreshments (as appropriate).

As we close out the school year, we have one final event ahead - our second annual MKA Maintenance
and Security Thank You Luncheon on May 27th. The Special Events team is catering a delicious lunch
from Rosario’s, including refreshments and a special raffle, to recognize our dedicated maintenance and
security staff. This year’s theme, “The Power Behind the Day,” reflects the essential role they play in our
school community - before the first bell and after the last, they make it all possible.

Thank you to all the volunteers and families who contributed their time and support throughout the
year. | would especially like to recognize our campus chairs - Besa Owen (Primary School), Michelle
Willford (Middle School), and Maggie Marotta (Upper School) -for their organization, creativity, and
commitment in making each event a success. A special thank you as well to Moush Sanghavi for your
continued guidance and support.

It has been a pleasure serving in this role this Spring and | look forward to continuing my involvement
with the PAMKA Board next year. Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or feedback - |
truly value your support.



Best Regards,
Priya Sehgal Raval
Special Events Vice President

Primary School Campus Report
Sara Elwell

It’s been a true privilege to serve as the Primary School Campus VP this year. It’s been a lively, full year,
packed with energy, joy, and plenty of laughter.

| want to thank my Grade Representatives for their commitment and all the effort they’ve put in
throughout the year. They include Megan Flick (3rd Grade), Lora Perlow (2nd Grade), Whitney
McMahon (1st Grade), Shilpa Madhyanapu (Kindergarten) and Chelsea Alban (Junior Kindergarten).
They were instrumental in keeping communication seamless between PAMKA, teachers, and parents,
while also organizing classroom celebrations for events like Halloween, the winter holidays, Valentine’s
Day and Teacher Appreciation Day. We're all looking forward to the upcoming class picnics and the 3rd
Grade Capstone to wrap up the year.

A special thank you as well to the many parents who generously contributed supplies, snacks, and their
time to help make these events and field trips so memorable.

As our Primary School Engagement Chair, Ashley Hirsh helped lead several meaningful community
service initiatives throughout the year, including our annual Thanksgiving Food Drive and the Hat, Scarf,
Mitten, and Toy Drives benefiting Toni's Kitchen and Valley Settlement House. Families also joined in the
fun by supporting the drives virtually through our Amazon Wishlist donations. A heartfelt thank you to
Ashley, as well as to all of the parents, students, teachers, and volunteers who generously donated
items, gave their time, and helped make these efforts such a success. Your kindness and support made a
meaningful difference in the lives of so many families in our community.

As our Primary School Special Events Chair, Besa Owen did an outstanding job organizing Conference
Days as well as the Faculty & Staff Appreciation Day breakfast and lunch. We are incredibly grateful to
Besa and the parents who generously donated food, beverages, and their time to help make these
events such a success. A special thank you also goes to the parent volunteers who supervised students
throughout the day, allowing faculty and staff the opportunity to fully enjoy the celebration.

A sincere thank you to our Primary School Book Fair Chairs — Danielle Wolf, Kristin von Renouard, and
Yanett Bagce — for bringing the excitement and joy of the Book Fair to our school community this year.
Through their hard work, creativity, and countless hours of planning and coordination, students were
able to discover new books, celebrate a love of reading, and experience one of the most anticipated
events of the school year. We are so grateful for their dedication and for helping create such a fun,
welcoming, and memorable experience for our students and families.



Jenn Dozier, along with a dedicated team of parent volunteers, worked hard to create this year’s 3rd
Grade Memory Book — a special keepsake that our students will treasure as they move on to Middle
School. We are so grateful for the time, creativity, and care that went into this project, and we cannot
wait to see the final product.

This spring, we were delighted to welcome Grandparents and special friends to Brookside for a
memorable morning together. Students and their guests worked side by side to assemble care packages
for Montclair Emergency Services for Hope (MESH), a local nonprofit organization that provides essential
support and services to vulnerable adults and families in the Montclair community. Guests were also
treated to a beautifully performed student concert, which made the day even more special. A sincere
thank you to the MKA staff members and parent volunteers whose time, energy, and support helped
make the event such a wonderful success.

Earlier this week, students proudly showcased their creativity and hard work at the annual Brookside Art
Show. A profound thank you to Jocelyn Fine for the incredible care, creativity, and dedication she put
into curating such a beautiful display of student artwork. We are also so grateful to the many parent
volunteers who helped with both the setup and breakdown of the event and played such an important
role in making the show a wonderful success for our students and families.

As we look ahead to the end of the school year, we are excited for Field Day — one of the school
community’s favorite annual events of the year and a wonderful celebration for our students. We are
incredibly grateful for our amazing parent community, whose enthusiasm, generosity, and willingness to
volunteer year after year help make the day such a memorable success.

It has been an absolute privilege and joy to work alongside Katie Banks, Head of Primary School,
throughout this year. Her wisdom, warmth, and steady leadership have been an invaluable source of
support every step of the way. From thoughtful guidance and creative problem-solving to her
unwavering dedication to our students and families, Katie’s partnership helped shape a school year filled
with energy, connection, and success. The Primary School community is truly fortunate to have such an
inspiring, compassionate, and deeply committed leader at its helm.

Thank you to Colleen Helsel, Gretchen levers, Helen Noble, Kelley Arau, Fay Lonsinger, Steve Cristello,
Ed Ramos, Phil Beaulac and the rest of the Brookside faculty and staff. Thank you for your support,
thoughtful guidance, and constant willingness to help. Your dedication makes a meaningful difference in
the life of our school, and it’s a privilege to work alongside such a committed team.

Last, but certainly not least, | would like to extend my deepest gratitude to Kirsten Brown, last year’s
Primary School Campus VP, and Moush Sanghavi, PAMKA President, for their unwavering support,

guidance, and encouragement throughout the year. Their leadership, generosity with their time, and
willingness to always lend a helping hand made an immeasurable impact and were truly appreciated.

| hope the entire MKA community has a wonderful summer!



Respectfully,
Sara Elwell
Primary School Campus Vice President

Middle School Campus Report
Valerie Puryear

Valerie continued to be an engaged and supportive leader within the Middle School community, offering
thoughtful perspective and serving as a liaison between parents and school administrators. She met
regularly with Dr. Bell to share feedback from families and discuss ideas to help strengthen the school
experience. Valerie also collaborated on numerous community-building initiatives, including the Faculty
vs. Student Basketball Game, grade-level events, parent programming, lobby display boards and support
for the Fall Book Fair.

Upper School Campus Report
Elizabeth Hejna

The 2025-2026 school year has been my second and final year serving as PAMKA Upper School Campus
Vice President. Working with MKA administration, faculty, staff, the Upper School parents' community,
and the PAMKA Board has been my absolute pleasure, and participating in Upper School life, events,
and memorable moments has been a gratifying and transformative experience.

I would like to thank the Upper School administration, faculty, and staff for the exceptional partnerships
with the Grade Representatives and Upper School VP. | also extend gratitude for the support of Dr.
David Flocco, Head of Upper School, Ms. Kerry Verrone, Upper School Dean of Student Life, Ms. Gillian
Brannigan, Upper School Dean of Students, and the Upper School Grade Deans: Allison Brown (9th
grade), Nat Rosen (10th grade), Laura Treadaway (11th grade), and Tim Cook (12th grade).

Thank you to all Upper School Parents for the insight, time volunteered, donations, and work dedicated
to making the Upper School experience meaningful and memorable for all.

Thank you to the PAMKA Board for all your guidance and support throughout my time as PAMKA Upper
School VP. It has been a pleasure and a privilege to work with you.

Grade Representatives

Grade Representatives serve as the primary point of contact among the Upper School Grade Deans,
PAMKA, and parents. Their work starts before the school year begins as they compile family lists,
welcome new and returning families to school, and manage parent social invites. Throughout the school
year, they provide crucial information, important dates and reminders, and answer parents' questions.

| would like to thank this year's grade representatives team for your exceptional dedication, leadership,
service, and support: Veronica Zeron, 9th Grade Rep; Shruti Ramesh, 10th Grade Rep; Ani Levy, 11th
Grade Rep; and Ayana Brown, 12th Grade Rep.



Upper School Events

Homecoming 2025 was a successful event. Despite the unfavorable weather, it attracted many
participants who showed up armed with good spirits and enjoyed the experience. Thanks to the efforts
of MKA students, faculty, staff, and parents, Homecoming 2025 left us with wonderful memories.
Special appreciation goes to Allison Brown, MKA's Maintenance and Security Teams, and all Parent
Volunteers.

Parent socials were wonderful events that allowed parents to meet, mingle, and have a good time
together. We are incredibly grateful to all hosts for their gracious hospitality. Thank you: Ruchi Misra
and Nick Hailey (9th grade), Sherrie and Lorne Potash (10th grade), Justyna and Jan Kwapniewski (11th
grade), Alessandra DeBlasio and Allan Haynes (12th grade)!

Special appreciation to Meredith Levine, Volunteer Coordinator VP, for all her efforts in organizing these
events.

Upper School Special Events, organized by PAMKA Special Events Chairs Amma Osei / Priya Raval and
Upper School Chair Maggie Marotta, were greatly appreciated by faculty and staff. They enjoyed
beautifully presented, delicious offerings on conference days, especially during Faculty and Staff
Appreciation Day. Thank you to Amma, Priya, and Maggie for planning and organizing, and to Upper
School parents for donating food, drinks, and their time.

Pre-Prom at Van Vleck Gardens is MKA's long-term tradition. This year, Seniors and their families will
once again gather at Van Vleck Gardens for a special time to enjoy their Senior milestone, take pictures,
and make memories. | would like to thank Eileen Richardson, MKA Business Manager, Steve Cristello,
and the Security Team for their help and support.

College Counseling Office

The College Counseling Office liaison coordinates important events, such as workshops and
informational evenings, for all Upper School grades. They prepare students for college admissions and
provide invaluable experience for students and parents. Stephanie Salzman, who is serving her first year
as CCO liaison, did a wonderful job coordinating and executing these events. Thank you very much,
Stephanie, for your exceptional work, dedication, and support.

Senior Graduation Signs

PAMKA again held a graduation sign sale this year, returning the profits to the Upper School community.
In May, PAMKA sponsored ice cream treats for students and faculty during the field day. Special thanks
to Richonda Fegins and Elizabeth Stotler for their support.

Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Hejna



Upper School Campus Vice President



