
 
 
MKA’s Upper School 
Course Registration Process 
 
The course registration process for the 2026-27 academic year is underway. I want to reiterate the Upper School philosophy 
regarding course recommendations and, more importantly, course load. We continue working hard to recommend the right 
courses for your child to appropriately challenge their intellect and interests. These recommendations are made by your 
child’s teachers and are based upon an increasingly large body of data and first-hand knowledge of your child’s strengths as 
a student. 
        ​  
Your child is recommended for a course because they have met specific prerequisites, and the teacher believes it is the most 
rigorous course in which they can succeed. We have an “against recommendation” policy for those students who, despite a 
teacher’s recommendation, wish to take a more rigorous course. However, to ensure that a student’s best interests are 
upheld, it is not possible to go “against recommendation” in an AP course, and students may not go “against 
recommendation” in more than one course, or if they are on academic probation. 
        ​  
With standard and honors courses now available in each academic discipline from ninth grade on, students have the 
opportunity to experience increased academic challenge and the balance that accompanies it. The intent of honors courses 
is to allow students to excel in an area of academic interest and passion (e.g., languages, humanities, sciences) and not to 
feel pressure to enroll in five honors courses each year. Please keep in mind that recommendations are made by individual 
teachers in each discipline, separately from those in other departments. Therefore, it is imperative that you consider the 
recommendations in their totality, as well as your child’s commitments beyond the classroom, and hence, serve as the voice 
of reason for your child. Let’s partner to facilitate a course selection process that balances appropriate academic rigor with 
your child's health and well-being, while allowing them to pursue their academic interests. 
 
Faculty members and department chairs have been hard at work designing the most appropriate curriculum for our 
students. I am proud (and thankful) for the work done on behalf of your children. Courses are added to the department's 
offerings to meet our students’ needs as learners and help them reach their full potential. We offer a full complement of 
courses across the disciplines, appropriate to all learning styles and interests. New courses for 2026-27 are noted in our 
Academic Program Guide. 
. 
Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s advisor, their grade dean, Mr. Park, or me with any questions.  



 
All the best,  

 
David C. Flocco, Ed.D. 
Head of Upper School 

 
 

 


