
 
 

Volunteering at Schechter Bergen 
 
AHAVA, The Schechter Bergen Parents’ Association is a volunteer organization that is among 
our school’s most important resources. The enthusiasm, commitment, and energy drive many 
school projects and events throughout the school year.   
 
Become an AHAVA Parents’ Association volunteer and/or join one of our parent association 
clubs. There is something to fit everyone’s time, interests, and talents. 
 
Email us at ahava@ssdsbergen.org to let us know how you may be involved. It’s that easy! 
 
Programs 
Lunch: AHAVA’s school lunch program is staffed by parent, grandparent, and family volunteers 
who help serve our children with healthy and delicious food choices each and every day! 
Volunteer once a year, once a month or once a week – this is a fantastic way to see your 
children in their school element. 
 
Chesed: When Schechter families celebrate the birth of a child or grandchild, or are in need of 
Chesed [acts of loving kindness] due to illness or death in the family, this committee swings into 
action - providing food or other forms of support. 
 
Class Parent: An integral part of every classroom, class parents help with special classroom 
activities, projects, as well as serving as liaisons between parents and teachers. This is a great 
way to get involved in your child’s class, meet the parents and be involved in the daily life of 
Schechter  
 
Mishloah Manot: As part of the celebration of Purim, every Schechter Bergen family receives a 
beautiful basket filled with goodies. This committee is perfect for imaginative, organized parents 
who enjoy creating interesting baskets with fun themes that our Schechter families can enjoy. 
Volunteers are needed to come up with basket themes, source the goodies, assemble and wrap 
the baskets, and organize and coordinate their distribution.  
 
Special Events 
First-Grade Siddur Ceremony: Schechter parents coordinate the culmination of first grade 
learning with a meaningful and lovely ceremony; each first-grader receives his/her own 
personally inscribed Siddur. Parents assist teachers to plan/coordinate the event, help set up 
and decorate the gym, organize and set up the food. 
 

 



 

Second-Grade Humash Ceremony: A special presentation and celebration as each 
second-grader receives a personally inscribed Humash. Your job is to assist the teachers to 
plan/coordinate the event, help set up and decorate the gym, organize and set up the food for 
the reception. 
 
Third-Grade Havdalah Ceremony: Third-Graders, their families, teachers, and friends come 
together to mark the end of Shabbat using the beautiful Havdalah sets they each create. Your 
job is to assist the teachers to plan/coordinate the event, help set up and decorate the gym, 
organize and set up the food for the reception. 
 
Grade-Wide Parent Get-Togethers: Play host at your home, or help plan an event or evening to 
bring new and current parents in your child(ren)’s grade together. A great way to make 
connections for you and your child(ren). 
 
Moms’ Night Out: Help plan and organize these popular, annual “Evenings Out” events. 
 
Dads’ Night Out: A great opportunity to meet other Dads and enjoy some male bonding. 
Volunteers are needed to help organize and coordinate these annual programs. 
 
Family BINGO 
 
Early Childhood and Lower School Purim Carnivals: Costumes, face painting, games and crafts, 
it wouldn’t be Purim without a Purim carnival! Volunteers help plan, organize, and coordinate the 
program as well as supervise carnival booths, set up, and clean up. 
 
Lorraine Eras z”l Purim Seudah: Dedicated in memory of one of Schechter’s most committed 
parent volunteers, the Lorraine Eras, z”l Purim Seudah provides a festive Purim meal for the 
entire Schechter Community. Volunteers are needed to develop a lunch theme and decorate the 
gym in a festive Purim fashion. 
 
Schechter Bergen Book Fair: A great chance to interact with students and help them embrace 
their love for reading. 
 
Yom HaAtzma’ut Family Celebration: Help make Schechter the place to celebrate Israel’s 
Independence Day outside Israel. Volunteers create and implement this community-wide event 
with game booths, entertainment, food, and fun. 
 
Faculty Luncheon: To show our appreciation for all their hard work on behalf of our children, 
AHAVA plans and sponsors a teacher appreciation luncheon each spring. Volunteers organize 
and coordinate. 


